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Home Owned Bank 
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HARLINGEN NATIONAL 


MEMBER F.D.I.C. AND FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 


ORF T CER S 
D. B. DUNKIN J. M. POWERS DIAL M. DUNKIN 
% PRESIDENT ASST. VICE PRESIDENT ASST. VICE PRESIDENT 


SAM COUNTISS 
VICE PRESIDENT 


R. C. BLAYLOCK 
ASSISTANT CASHIER 


TRUST DEPARTMENT 


PAUL M. JOHNSON OFFICERS 
VICE PRESIDENT 


J. E. TARR 
ASSISTANT CASHIER 
D. B. DUNKIN 
JAMES L. MAYER 
CASHIER 


THOMAS S. YOUNGBLOOD 
ASSISTANT CASHIER 


J. M. POWERS 


The Bank with the 24 hour TIME and TEMPERATURE 
TELEPHONE SERVICE, Just DIAL GA 3-7310 ANY TIME 
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The Harlingen 
Golden Anniversary 
Association 
presents 


Land Of Beginning Again” 


a John B. Rogers Production 


=== Nightly fe ardinalintiel dems 


April 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30 
8:15 P.M. 


HARLINGEN, TEXas 


John S. Mickey, Paul T. Haagen, 


Business Manager Producer-Director 


Wardrobe, Scenery, and effects 
by the Public Librarg 
JOHN B. Rocers PRopUCING Co. JUL2 8 1961 


Dallas, Texas 


Fostoria, Ohio 


The History of Harlingen 
in this book was compiled, 
written and edited by 


VERNA JACKSON McKENNA 
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS 


Sunday - April 24, 
Faith Of Our Fathers Day 


MORNING: 


Special observance in all churches - theme - 
‘50 Years of Religious Endeavor in Harlingen” 


EVENING: 
Special Community Wide Vesper Service - 
Cardinal Field - 8:00 P.M. 
Massed Choir - Special Guest Speaker Howard 
B. Buttes 
Public is invited - no admission charge 


Monday - April 25, 
Old Fashioned Bargain Days 


Special retail promotion in Harlingen. Merchants in old 
fashioned dress conducting an old fashioned sale with 
old fashioned prices. All day - Monday and Tuesday. 


EVENING: 8:00 P.M. 


GALA CELEBRATION 
QUEEN’S BALL 


Jackson Street between lst and A. Admission $1.00 - 

Old Fashioned Dress preferred but not required. 
Crowning of Celebration Queen by Governor Dan- 

iels followed by presentation of the Royal Princesses. 


Tuesday - April 26 
GOVERNOR’S DAY 


OLD FASHIONED BARGAIN DAYS 
Continued 


Morning: 10 A.M. Burial of the time Capsule - memories 
of today will be buried to be opened in 50 years. Cere- 
mony to be conducted by city officials and Governor. 


Afternoon: 4:30 Mammoth GOLDEN JUBILEE PA- 
RADE through the Streets of Harlingen, featuring 
Bands, floats and Marching Units from the entire area. 
Evening: Cardinal Field 8:15 P.M. PREMIER PER- 
FORMANCE OF “LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN” 

The mammoth Historical Spectacle - Pageant de- 
picting Harlingen down through the years. Presented 
on a huge outdoor stage of over 400 feet in length, the 
cast of over 400 local people in authentic historical cos- 
tumes with professional lighting and scenery will dra- 
matically trace Harlingen’s birth and growth in a 
thrilling, fast-moving 90 minute spectacle. The evening 
will be climaxed by a brilliant fireworks finale. 


Wednesday - April 27 
NEIGHBOR’S DAY 


ALL DAY: REGISTRATION OF PIONEERS AND 
FORMER RESIDENTS at Celebration Headquarters. 
Viewing of Historical “Then and Now” windows in the 
retail stores in Tlarlingen. 

10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. SPECIAL AGRICULTURE 
DISPLAY featuring the latest in farm equipment. Place 
to be announced later. 

5:00 P.M. FINAL JUDGING, of Brothers of the Brush. 
Reviewing Stand E. Jackson St. : 

EVENING AT CARDINAL FIELD - 7:30 P.M, SPE 
CIAL PIONEER RECOGNITION CEREMONY. 


WEDNESDAY, Continued 


Evening: Cardinal Field 8:15 P.M. PREMIER PER- 


' FORMANCE OF “LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN” 


The mammoth Historical Spectacle - Pageant de- 
picting Harlingen down through the years. Presented 
on a huge outdoor stage of over 400 feet in length, the 
cast of over 400 local people in authentic historical cos- 
tumes with professional lighting and scenery will dra- 
matically trace Harlingen’s birth and growth in a 
thrilling, fast-moving 90 minute spectacle. The evening 
will be climaxed by a brilliant fireworks finale. 


Thursday - April 28th 
LADIES’ DAY 


9:30 STYLE SHOW Costumes of 50 years or over. Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium. Sponsored by the Altrusa Belles, 
Zonta Belles, and Jackson Street Belles. 


AFTERNOON - SILVER TEA The Tea will be held at 
the home of Mrs. J. B. Hicks, Ferguson Drive. The Tea 
is sponsored by the Lioness Club, Jaycee-ettes, and the 
Work Basket. They are known respectively as_ the 
Pioneer Tinker-Belles, Jaycee-ette Belles, and the Sew- 
ing Belles. 

EVENING - RICHARD’S GOLD ROOM OLD-FASH- 
!tONED BOX SUPPER which will be sponsored by the 
Junior Service League. 
EVENING 7:30 FINAL JUDGING OF 
BELLES COSTUMES. Cardinal Field. 


Evening: Cardinal Field 8:15 P.M. PREMIER PER- 
FORMANCE OF “LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN” 

The mammoth Historical Spectacle - Pageant de- 
picting Harlingen down through the years. Presented 
on a huge outdoor stage of over 400 feet in length, the 
cast of over 400 local people in authentic historical cos- 
tumes with professional lighting and scenery will dra- 
matically trace Harlingen’s birth and growth in a 
thrilling, fast-moving 90 minute spectacle. The evening 
will be climaxed by a brilliant fireworks finale. 


Friday - April 29 
YOUTH DAY 


AFTERNOON: Special Golden Anniversary Observance 
in Harlingen Schools. 

4:30 P.M. Kiddies Costume, Vehicle, and Pet Parade. 
Awards for best costume, best decorated vehicle, and 
most novel pet. 


5:00 P.M. Record Hop - Teen-age Street Dance down- 
town Harlingen. 

EVENING 8:15 P.M. Performance of the Spectacle. 
Evening: Cardinal Field 8:15 P.M. PREMIER PER- 


FORMANCE OF “LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN” 

The mammoth Historical Spectacle - Pageant de- 
picting Harlingen down through the years. Presented 
on a huge outdoor stage of over 400 feet in length, the 
cast of over 400 local people in authentic historical cos- 
tumes with professional lighting and scenery will dra- 
matically trace Harlingen’s birth and growth in a 
thrilling, fast-moving 90 minute spectacle. The evening 
will be climaxed by a brilliant fireworks finale. 


JUBILEE 


Saturday - April 30 
ARMED FORCES DAY 


12:00 NOON Bar-B-Que in Hanger at the new Airport. 
2:00 P.M. Dedication of Airport Building. 

7:15 P.M. Cardinal Field. Shaving Contest. Sponsored 
by Remington Rand. 

8:05 P.M. Salute to Tlartogen Veterans, 
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Golden Anniversary 


Association 


presents 
“Land Of Beginning Again” 


Synopsis Of Scenes 


and 


Cast Of Characters 


NARRATORS 


Graham McCullough 
James Inness 


Mrs. Harry Davis 
PROLOGUE 


Trumpet fanfares herald the arrival of our An- 
niversary Queen and her attendants amid a galaxy of 
flag bearers, pages and color guards. 


BOY SCOUTS 


James Kerr, Wendell Repp, Alan Repp, Hartmut 
Wochnick, Jimmy Wallace, Hayden Hamilton, Johnny 
Furva, Bill Anderson, Randy Young, Quentin Warren, 
Johnny Tarino, Kenneth Ward, Donald Cook, Ronald 
Cook, John Hepner. 


GIRL SCOUTS 

Troop 115 sponsored by Virst Presbyterian Church 

Arlene Adair, Darlene Adair, Kay Laffoon, Alice Ann 
Hood, Barbara Beck, Angela Magee, Linda Womelsdorf, 
Kathleen Urban, Cindy Kirkpatrick, Jane Finis, Jack’e 
Horton, Sandra Stine, Cheryl Seibert, Becky Waggoner, 
Rita Kelley, Janice McClelland, Juanita Myers, Mary Alice 
Day, Annettee Lake, Carolyn Avants, Carol Vogel, In- 
nocencia Alvarez. 


TRUMPETERS 
Judy King, Susan Page, Karen Morgan, Beatrice Gon- 
zalez, Betty Ledesma, Susie Jervis, Betsy Lynn Sample, 
Charlotte Caruso. 


Mr. Neal Bonner 
Mrs. Neal Bonner 
Mrs. E. A. Davis 


Menton Murray 
Mrs. Lillian Weems Baldridge 
Mrs. Quincy Main 


STATES 


MISS COLUMBIA—JEAN SCHATTENBERG 


_ Rosie Tamez, Aida Sanchez, Eva Lopez, Olga Tapia, 
Lydia Vega, Virginia Martinez, Lupe Cardenas, Josephine 
Cabrera, Aurora Diaz, Gracie Villarreal, Isabel Espinosa, 
Carolyn Medrano, Tomasita Villarreal, Lupe de la Rosa, 
Teresa Castillo, Linda Burk, Hilda Burk, Eva Garcia, 
Grace Charles, Lupe Cardenas. 


SAILORETTES 


Jane Chiswell, Jean Chiswell, Nina Tankhauser, Vivian 
Beyer, Karen Hamilton, Sue Koger, Sharon Lumberg, 
Susan Davis, Pat Duncan, Florence Allen, Eva Esqueda, 
Kathryn Fugua, Diana Billing, Bettye Kirskey Scott, 
Lennea Pfluger, Ernestine Esparza, Cristela G. Flores, Kay 
Wells, Georgina Valles, Paula D. Garcia, Christie Mathis, 
Carol Belken, Jeanene Hamrick, Patty Gallagher, Betty 
Phillips. 


CADETS 


Connie Rosas, Elena ‘Vorres, Clarie Salazar, Norma 
Oliveira, Elvira Sustaita, Carmelita Palomarez, Lupe Diaz, 
Chris Garza, Nelda Garcia, Olga Galvan, Espi Isaquirre, 
Christina Hernandez, Ruth Robledo, Vada Booker, Mar- 
garet Ayala, Marilyn O'Gorman. 
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EPISODE |] — 
THE FLIGHT OF THE 300 


In 1553, twenty vessels sailed from Vera Cruz 
carrying fabulous riches and subjects of Cortez to 
Spain. The fleet was caught in a hurricane and thir- 
teen of the ships were flung up on Padre Island North 
of Port Isabel. Three hundred survivors reached the 
beach, were attacked by Indians, fled down the island 
and eventually all perished except two men who were 
rescued. 


WEST HARLINGEN LIONS CLUB 
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB 


Norman A. Wilson, E. R. Story, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
A. Edgell, Jack Taylor, Len Gibbens, Jerome Fuller, Basil 
Armour, Cecil Vickers, Bob Eckols, Dick Foiles, Mr. and 
Mrs. John C. Bruton, R. H. Weed, Sr., W. J. McCarty, 
FE. L. Maberry, Mr. and Mrs. Quincey Main, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cullen Riley, Mr. and Mrs. R. HL. Ferriss, 


Lt. and Mrs. John Berkey, Mrs. Eloise Moody, Mrs. 
Ingay Steinberger, Miss Lela A. Tanner, Mrs. Beulah 
Hollenbeck, Mrs. Audrey Walk, Mrs. Verna Houghland, 
Mrs. Audra Ann Schvab, Mrs. Rita Holub. 


EPISODE 2 — ESCANDON 


In the mid cighteenth century the King of Spain 
appointed Jose de Escandon to colonize the region 
along the Rio Grands. Escandon founded twenty cities 
in this area. Here we see Escandon:and a band of his 
men as they make friends with the Indians. 


Mrs. Elizabeth W. Hitt, Mr. and Mrs, J. R. Lujan, 
Jay Whitaker, Rita Allison, Jean Wills, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carrisalez, Saundra Fuller, Mr. and Mrs. Marion Mota, 
Mr. and Mrs, Everett F. Guerrero, Mr. and Mrs. J. V. 
Vallejas, Pete Moore, Tim Haydea, Roger W. Sordelet, 
Jimmy W. Kidd, Joe Shultz, Cennis Bowman, Lee Fuller. 


Job Nolan, Robert Albeck, Claudio Muniz, Telbert 
Yantez, Henry Griffith, Dennis Williams, Bill Moody, 
Francisco M. Ramirez, Ricky Atchison, Arturo Leal, 
Juan Espinoza, Tony Ramirez, Teddy Guerrero, Raymond 
Ortiz, Roberto Cisneros, Frankie Ramirez, Jimmy Garza, 
Elia Mares, Elvira Ledesma, Norma Guillen. 

Evelia Guerrero, Beatriz Flores, Mary Alice Gareia, 
Nancy Lea I lite. 


McMILLAN SCHOOL OF DANCE; 


Karen MeMillan, Patsy Parmer, Benita Sibley, Dixie 
Sue Dunbar, Rosemary Mohan, 


EPISODE 3 — THE WAR OF 1846 


‘In 1846 there was much unrest in the lower valley 
and General Zachary Taylor commanding a unit of 
United States cavalry was stationed at Port Isabel and 
at Fort Brown. 


Cyril R. Laffoon, Ernest Spurrier, Eddie Waitman, 
Kent Thompson, Chuck Krause, Kenneth D. Miller, Wil- 
liam R. Freeman, Delon Wright, Jim Parker, Don Coulson, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. N. Sletner, Donald N. Sletner, James 
Stevenson, Betty Ryan, Paul Sletner. 


EPISODE 4 — CORTINA 


Beginning in 1859, the Cortina’s bandits and rus- 
tlers, made many raids in the valley stealing horses 


’ and cattle. 


Merlin Fuliner, G. H. Mallory, Tade Black, Ernie 
Strickland, W. J. Boney, Sonny Fox, Albert Burleson, 
Dwain Towne, Bob Peroni, David L. Ward. 


EPISODE 5 — 
THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES 


The last battle of the Civil War was fought at 
Brownsville. 


EAST HARLINGEN KIWANIS CLUB 
Gary Carden, Conwell Ware, Jack Bookout, Wayne 
Cole, Rig Rigdon, Averyt Knapp, Bert Cowden, J. C. 
Rosenblad, Joe McGill, Vernon Booth, Tommy Carruth. 


EPISODE 6 — LON C. HILL COMES 


In 1900, Lon C, Hill, founder of Harlingen first 
came to the valley and recognized it’s potential. 
weeny JQures- Grant 

Mrs, James Grant 

_ Kathy Miller 


Mr. James Dishman - 
Mrs. James Dishman 


Granddaughter . 


TEXAS RANGERS 


Fain Arrington, Joe Kutenberger, W. W. Cope, T. H. 
Nesmith, G. ©. Anderson, Bob Withers, Johnny Kuten- 
berger, Sammy Llennessee, Jock Calhoun, 
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EPISODE 7 — 
ARRIVAL OF THE HILL FAMILY 


The Hill family, all 11 of them, moved from Bee- 
ville to Brownsville in a wagon caravan in 1903, They 
were accompanied by Dr. S. H. Bell, his four children 
and Mr. and Mrs. ‘Thomas L. Jones and their seven 
children. Later in the year, after Mrs. Hill and the 
youngest son had passed away, Hill moved his children 
to a tent on his acreage north of the arroyo. 


PORTRAYED BY 


_....... Louis D. Nickolson 


CHARACTER 


Mi one@.eiiill orien eso 


a Mireciisont: Gir Fi ee i Stacie Caul 


COI gt SARS Si Reel boa ts 2s hs Se RR a Linda Good 
aoe tur ee 2 OY 2 LOR! Mary 5 Biden 
SE ETE FL Galion i cilacsip lene Maia Mie Its 60a Ty ay BST e a) 
Lon C. Hill, Jr. (Mose) ........................ Eddie Waitman 
Joba: Fille 48.2 -2 .. Harold Smith 
Annie Rooney Hill Connie Youker 
Hickman Hill _ Robbie Youker 
Sunshine Hill . Melinda Pratt 
Dr. S. H. Bell . _ Emmett Anglin 
Cow Bell . Dennis Bowman 
Florence Bell Vickie Ayers 
Sam Bell te a . Billy Ayers 
Henry Bell a... Steven Steib 


ir a pomas’ L. Jones. ......-..-..-... 
_......-. Mrs. Ernest Hart 
__......... Dickie Medden 


Mrs. Thomas L. Jones — 


Emm Jones 


2. RP. Gantreaux 


Mark White 

_...... Barbara. Smith 
_ Charlotte Hall 
Ricky Atchison 

_ Mary Jo Shearer 
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EPISODE 8 — 
THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD 


It was July 4, 1904 when the first passenger train 
steamed thru what was to become Harlingen and ar- 
rived at Brownsville. 


Dane Smith, Carl Wood, John P, McWhorter, Grady 
Davis, Paul G. Greenwood, Wayman D. Kimbrel, K. P. 
Walker, Luther Bookout, L. R. Nelson, Gene Thomas, 
Wayne Thompson, Hl. B. Patterson, J. D. Dean, Bill Seay, 
Cecil Williams, S. E. Thompson, Clark Hull, Carter Hull, 
Jonathan Kidd, Mark Kidd, Jobn Carroll Burton, Jr. 


Mrs. Carl Wood, Mrs. Joe Kirsh, Mrs. Emery Walters, 
Mrs. K.P.) Walker, Mrs, W.  W. Ballard, Mrs, J.C. 
Elmore, Nan Greenfeld, Mes, Elugh Ramsey, Mes. Grady 
Davis, Mes, Wo OP. MeWilliaiis, Mes. Octo Weller, Mes. 


EPISODE 8 — (Continued) 


John Lockhart, Nancy Bruton, Janeth Ray, Barbara 
Presley, Sandra Pope, Lynn Hull, Gail McElwrath. 

Anne Flory, Linda Kidd, Cathie Lockhart, Jean Fry, 
Emery Walters. 


FRANCES JENNINGS SCHOFIELD 
DANCING SCHOOL; 

Sharon Kay Altus, Terry Anderson, Jeannie Atchison, 
Susan Ballard, Susan Bork, Martha Day, Julabeth La 
Mar, Sherrie Ellen Long, Jean Pattscheck, Linda Anne 
Prather, Harriette Roush, Kathy Sandberg, Marilyn Lean 
Sefton, Barbara Shapiro, Artic Kay Southerland, Suzanne 
Tewell. 


EPISODE 9 — THE EARLY SCHOOL 


Harlingen’s first school opened in September, 1905. 
It was held in a little one room frame building near 
the Hill home. 


TEACHER: MARY MARGARET POWERS 


Patrecia Anderson, Sherley Edmmons, Rachel Burton, 
Jarrell Burton,. Debbie Grandy, Janice Erdman, Lulu 
Ashcraft, Linda Kay Dodson, Martha Sue Redden, Betty 
Bowman, Bill Anderson, Ricky Grandy, Buster Burton, 
Joe McClurken, Larry Grandy, Jack: McClurken, David 
Allen Redden. 


EPISODE 10 — SCENE 1 — 
THE EARLY RELIGION 


Before the first Catholic church was erected, Mass 
was occasionally celebrated in a private home when a 
priest would pass by. 


A CATHOLIC MASS 


Juan Perez, Juan Francisco Perez, Jose Ramirez, Rob- 
ert Vela, Claudio Muniz, Liborio Canales, Jesus de Leon, 
Pete Carrizalez, Dolia Carrizalez, Lupita Sanchez, Irene 
Lozano, Blanca Sanchez, Estela Canales (Mrs.), Mrs. Petra 
Muniz, Mrs. Frances Sanchez, Nelda Davila, Nelda Chapa, 
Gloria Chapa, Antonia Sanchez, Father Paul Hally, Rob- 
ert’ Vela. 


EPISODE 10 — SCENE 2 — 
THE EARLY RELIGION 


The protestants too, would hold service in the 
little schoolhouse when a minister would ride up to 
Harlingen from Brownsville. 


METHODIST AND BAPTIST CHURCHES 


Minister: Benny Burlison 
Mr, and Mrs. Horace Weed, Mr. and Mrs. Ed LaTurno, 
Mrs. Frank Van Ness, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bob Lawrence, 
Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Newton A. Spilman, Mr. and .Mrs 
Joe Bob Lawrence, Jim Elmore, John LaTurno, Dan Wal 
lace, Jimmy Roush, Jan La’Turno, Lana Lawrence, Kathy 
Lawrence, 
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“EX aE oa 


EPISODE 11 — THE INCORPORA- 
TION OF HARLINGEN 


County Judge John Bartlett declared the town of 
Harlingen duly incorporated and the commission form 
of government adopted on April 8, 1910. 


Martin S. Ludvigsen, A. L. (Slim) Mitchell, P. R. 
Edie, A. J. Tucker, Louis Best, Chris Jones,, Bill Devine, 
Charles Riepen, Cecil Burns, Dewey Moore, D. R. Whitley, 
Dale Webb, Albert L. Meyers, Joe Kirsh, Alfred P. Mecca, 
Guy Kemmerling, Perry Williams, Carl Rychener, H. H. 
Hahn. 


SQUARE DANCERS 


G. L. Ledbetter-Caller, Edith and Joe Stockton, Altan 
and Stella Burton, Charles and Eileen Jones, Lawton and 
Thelma Petty, Opliss and Vada Brown, Banner and Louise 
Lindsay, Howard and Eileen Bennett, Russ and Dee Biddi- 
son, Grace and Jack Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. Bill John- 
son, Albert Scales Seld D’Ombrain. 


Filbert and Vertie B. Engelbrecht, C. H. Engelbrecht, 
Mary Lou Engelbrecht, Orlea Carnicom, Myrtle Butler, 
Sam and Sally Walters, Sidney and Grace Yates, G. L, 
Ledbetter Jr., Carl E.’ King, Helen I. King, Fate and 
Dottie Lantrip, Richard and Janice Cook, Mildred Floyd, 
Paul and Bess Pless. 

e 


EPISODE 12 — THE BANDIT RAIDS 


Again, beginning in 1911 the citizens of the Valley 
were subject to bandit raids. One night, unseen and 
unheard, the Hill Sugar Mill was burned to the 
ground, 


DOWTOWN KIWANIS CLUB 


W. P. (Bill) Smith, Paul Johnson, Doug Jackson, 
W. R. Hanawalt, Grant Klopfenstein, E. O. Matz, John 
Collier, Pat Hogan, A. J. Wittenbach, Jim Wyant. 


KEY CLUB 


Tex Nowlin, Frank Miller, George Beck, Burdette 
Patterson, Kay Coats, Ned Delleney, Pete Coneway, 
Buddy Hawkins, Eddie Allen, Henry Roberts, Wynn 
Anderson, Larry Engstrom, Jimmy Jondahl. 


EPISODE 13 — WORLD WAR | 


Many men left this community to fight the “War 
to end all Wars”. 


EPISODE 14 — 
THE ROARING TWENTIES 


With the end of the war Harlingen threw itseli 
with gusto into the era known as the Roaring Twentics. 


Mrs. James Kidd, Mrs. Al Yantis, Mrs. Leon Hines, 
Mrs. John Nolan, Mrs. Clark Everett, Mrs. John Brown, 
Mrs. John Q. Adams, Mrs. Ben Edelstein. 


EPISODE 15 — WORLD WAR II 


The day of infamy finds the community unpre- 
pared, but in the American tradition it girds for the 
battle - once more sending men and women into the 
conflict - many to make the supreme sacrificie. 


THE ORDER OF DEMOLAY 


Joe Shultz, Tim Hayen, Gennis Bowman, Pete Moore, 
Ricky Atchison. 


EPISODE 16 — THE ATOMIC ERA 


The year of 1948. A year the astrologists predicted 
would be violent - and it was. The advent then, of 
what is to go down in history as the Atomic Age. 


FINALE 


To the great State of Texas, the City of Harlingen, 
has contributed one of its most colorful chapters. She 
has given of her blood. As we review the panorama oi 
our history it is not to boast, but rather are we hum- 
bled that the past has bequeathed: to us so rich a 
heritage, and it is in this spirit that we face forward 
to meet the challenge of the changing world. 
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es Hygeia Milk Products Company organized in Harlingen by Dr. James Traylor, 
Tyre H. Brown, B. M. Hollon, and Link B. Martin . . . Harvey L. Richards Sr., 
a June graduate of Texas A & M, hired as plant superintendent. . . In July first 
bottle of pasteurized milk bottled and delivered from original plant at 215 North 
“A” Street... plant capacity — 60 gallons per day . .. delivery fleet — one 
horse drawn wagon. 


1933 


The year of the Hurricane — plant out of operation for three 
days . . . however milk obtained from out of valley points and 
distributed to hospitals, babies and children . . . following year, 1934, 
controlling interest purchased by Harvey L. Richards Sr. and brother 
John W. Richards . . . butter manufacturing started. 


1936 


Small building purchased at present site on South “F” Street and 
expansion continued and complete machine operation installed in 


1940 . . . 1945, branch plants and warehouses, opened in Brownsville 
—- and Weslaco. In 1946, manufacture of ice cream started. 
‘nin a 1947 


mi i 

Completed new modern building, milk processing plant, executive 
offices, milk bar and warehouse facilities completed. 1952, 25th 
Anniversary celebrated. 


et ee ee 1954 


December 1, Hygeia operations started in Corpus Christi: and in the 
following year offices and warehouses built on a seven acre tract. 


1960 


In April, a new $250,000 ice cream plant completed and put in 
operation. 


Its nice to have grown along with Harlingen, the Valley and all of South Texas. 


We're proud of our nearly 300 employees... our milk producers .. . our 
1959 annual payroll of $1,200,000 . . . our milk purchases of over $2,000,000... 
FIRST PLACE of our fleet of trucks and tankers that collect and distribute over 52 million 


gallons of milk and ice cream each year. “We're proud to call Harlingen .. . 


QUALITY CONTROL “our bome town,” 


PRODUCT EXCELLENCE 


Hygeia 
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SIX 
Shooter 
unction 


by 
Gus ‘I’. Jones 
Pioneer Peace Officer and Retired Special 
Agent of the FBI 
Quoted from: Sheriff's Association of Texas 


Magazine, Inc., June, 1946 


“Lon C. Hill was a true pioneer and one of the 
most forceful characters I have ever known. Surmoun- 
ting obstacles was his life and he was never known to 
dodge a fight - whether it was via the six-shooter route, 
a legal courtroom battle or the type of political battle 
that was common to the Rio Grande country of Texas 
a generation ago. 


While on a business trip to Brownsville, from. Bee 
county, Texas, in the late nineties, Lon had his chance 
to look that country over and then came his dream. 
Man af action that he was, he immediately began to 
get his hands on all the land that he could. 


. . . His first job of salesmanship was to persuade 
his friend B. F. Yoakum, of the Missouri Pacific Rail- 
road system, to build a railroad from Corpus Christi 
to Brownsville with a branch line traversing what was 
to be later known as the “Valley.” This valley line 
branched off the main line some twenty-five miles 
north of Brownsville, at a point where Lon had built 
his home. At this junction was born the township of 
Harlingen - known in the early days as “Six-Shooter 
Junction.” This pseudonym was given the town due to 
the fact that its first Anglo-Saxon population consisted 
mostly of ‘Texas Rangers, Border Patrolmen and Ton 


Hill. 


At Harlingen Lon Hill built a house, barn and 
corrals that was to be used as Texas Ranger head- 
quarters. Company A of the force was then moved 
from Alice to Harlingen to take up the job of making 
the “Valley” a safe place in which to live and rear 
families. 


.. . Some of us would argue with Lon Hill along 
this line: ‘You are crazy - you can never have a town 
here: every time the Rio Grande gets on a rampage 
it comes down through old Tiocano Lake and floods 
this whole damn country stirrup deep. And besides how 
are you going to populate and keep up these towns 
you are promoting; what are the people going to eat - 
cactus apples and javelina hog?’ 


Old Lon would always say - “That’s all right. 
We are going to levee that old river so she can’t over- 
flow. Then we are going to cut away this brush and 
cactus, build pumping plants on the river, canals and 
laterals. You just wait, this is the finest soil in the 


es x cae 


LON C. HILL 
Founder of Harlingen and Valley Developer, 1908 


world and when we get water on it you will see a 
garden spot. You boys just clean out the lawless ele- 
ment, make it a safe place to bring people to, and leave 
the brush, cactus and water to me.’ 


.. . Six-shooter Junction had now developed into 
a Main Street town. Two general stores, Drug Store, 
Hardware Store, Barber Shop, Blacksmith Shop, four 
saloons, and of course, the house, barn and corrals that 
constituted Ranger headquarters. Things were boom- 
ing. Thousands of laborers were working out of dif- 
ferent camps grubbing out and burning the brush and 
ae Gambling was wide open as was everything 
else. 


The only jail Harlingen boasted was a large mes- 
quite tree in front of the Ranger camp with six trace 
chains bolted to its trunk. This old tree should have 
been preserved as it has had some notorious characters 
hooked to its gnarled trunk. But like many other land- 
marks it had to give way to progress.” 


Ranger Jones wrote in detail of his usual experi. 
ences on Saturday night in Harlingen, and of having 
on one occasion “three would-be bad men hooked to 
the old mesquite.” 


Around midnight he heard a “grito” (shout) and 
several shots which he rightly judged to be a lure foi 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST IRRIGATION CANAL in the Rio Grande 
Valley. Called Harlingen, No. 1, it was dug with mules, fresnos and hand labor, The 


canal still retains the No. 1 designation but is now known as Cameron County No. 1. 


. 


an ambush. Ranger Jones laconically summed up the 
episode: 


“The situation was turned over to Justice of the 
Peace Pat Haley to officiate as coroner and I returned 
to camp to see if my prisoners were still there. They 
were still safely attached to the old tree, so I made a 
pot of coffee to help keep me awake the balance of the 
night and chalked up another Saturday night in ‘Six- 
Shooter Junction.’ 


Harlingen is no longer Six-Shooter Junction. It 
is a city with modern office buildings, air conditioned 
hotels and 38,000 population. The brush and cactus of 
the Valley has been displaced by glistening highways; 
prosperous towns and miles upon miles of blossoming 
citrus groves and gardens. Old Lon Hill’s dream came 
through in a big way and I am proud that I was pri- 
vileged to be present during the growing pain days, 
of the ‘Magic Valley.’ 


Back In Those Days: — — — 


Mrs. A. Goldammer, daughter of the A. H. 
Wellers, listed the early buildings constructed by 
her late husband, a building contractor, as the 
first school, the four Weller buildings including 
the bank corner, the Letzerich buildings and the 
home of Dr. C. W. Letzerich, recently removed 
from the corner of Second and Tyler. 


I. E. (Renus) Snavely recalls that he attended 
five temporary schools from 1909 before the first 
brick school was built. These were located in the 
Adventist church, the Baptist Tabernacle, a red 
brick building on Harrison street, and two build- 
ings on the downtown blocks of Jackson. One of 
these was a room upstairs over a saloon with a 
pool hall next door. “It was a real noisy place,” 
said Mr. Snavely: “I was doing janitor service 
at the Tabernacle for $3.00 a month and I paid 
my sister, Opal, fifty cents a month for her as- 
sistance.” Their younger. brother, Luther, ran 
away from school one day and hid in -the dense 
brush around the Tabernacle. The teacher dismiss- 
ed school and everybody went out to look in the 
brush for little Luther. Mrs. Opal Snavely Lewis, 
now a school principal, recalls that she and others 
took hatchets to school to cut out the brush for 
“forts” during recess periods. 


* *K * 


The first graduating class of the Harlingen 
High school, 1914, was composed of Roberta 
Chaudoin (Mrs. I. E. Snavely), Murl and Gladys 
Snavely, and Fred Osborn. 


eee 
Mrs. Velma Perry recalls that the first Lyce- 
um Courses were held in the new brick school in 
1918-1918. 
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Cornucopia Collection of Carpets of Orlon 
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Yarbrough’s, Inc. 
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South Texas Cotton Oil Co. 
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1910 


The date of April 15, 1910, marked the of- 
ficial founding of Harlingen, Texas, when the 
oath of office was administered to Ike B. McFar- 
land, mayor, and Commissioners John D. Hill and 
Homer N. Morrow. The first meeting of the 
“Commission of Harlingen” was held that day. 
M. M. Osborn was appointed city clerk, assessor- 
collector, and treasurer of the commission. 


The petition to County Judge Bartlett for in- 
corporation of Harlingen was signed by seventy- 
two and was presented by forty-one of the 
signers as being “...a true and correct list of 
qualified voters so far as they have been able to 
find after diligent search and inquiry.” However, 
in the election held on April 5, 1910, only forty- 
one of thessixty-three votes cast were for the com- 
mission form of government. M. M. Osborn was 
the presiding officer, A. J. Ernst and James Lock- 
hart were judges, and James H. Ewing and 8. D. 
Eaton were clerks. 


A decade of activity, however, preceded these 
events. The dream of one man, and the expendi- 
ture of vast sums of money, the financing and the 
building of a railroad across approximately 200 

iles of ““E] Desierto Muerte,” and the engineering 
of the water of the Rio Grande into a canal system 
for irrigation of the desert lands, even to the 
vriting of the state law creating water districts, 
all were done either by this one man, or were the 
results of his activities in leading others to see 
he possibilities of this, the last Frontier. 


The history of Harlingen begins with this one 
nan. That man was Lon C. Hill. He had the vision 
f a true pioneer. He saw beneath the tangle of 
rush and cactus, so dense that the area was un- 
uitable even for grazing cattle, that in desert 
ryness the soil had produced this amazing 
rowth. He marveled what this country would 
roduce with water for irrigation. 


Three problems, insurmountable up to this 
ime, had to be faced in this land of contrasts. 
he desert dryness, at times, became a raging 
lood. But first there was the problem of trans- 
portation. In the early 1900’s there were no towns 
etween Brownsville and Alice, but a stage line 
onnected the two distant points. The control of 
ater, and the need for people, many people, to 


HAULING SALT from El Sal Del Rey during 1920. 
The lake, now unused is located on the north side of the 
Raymond ville-San Manuel Road, This lake figures prom- 
inently in most of the early Valley history as it was the 
only source of salt except some spots along the Gulf shore. 


move into the area and pioneer the new frontier 
were two-thirds of the problem. 


Lon Hill, the man of action as well as vision 
became a one-man colonization entity to bring 
about this transformation. He was called ‘The 
Develcper” by the people of South Texas. He was 
the first man to realize the wonderful possibili- 
ties of the wide stretch of silt-laden delta land 
extending along the lower course of the Rio 
Grande, and then do something about it in a big 
way. Undaunted by lack of funds, he began his 
campaign of development by obtaining options to 
purchase enormous tracts of land fronting on the 
tio Grande; and at prices ranging from $1.00 to 
$2.50 per acre. 


Leonidas Carrington Hill, born July 31, 1862, 
near Austin, first saw this area when as a youth 
he accompanied wagon trains hauling cotton from 
his father’s plantation to Matamoros. While at- 
tending Addran College near Thorp Springs, 
Texas, he met and married Miss Eustacia Dabney 
on December 138, 1882. To this union were born 
nine children of whom Miss Paul Hill of Har- 
lingen is the eldest, followed by Isaac . (Mrs. 
Morrow) Gordon, now deceased, Lon C. Jr., John, 
Annie Rooney, Hickman, Eustacia (Sunshine— 
Mrs. M. U. Caul), and George, deceased. 


At twenty-eight he was supporting his wife 
and four children by operating a small store in 
Manor. Between customers he read law. Liking 
law better than store-keeping, he decided to enter 
the University of Texas. Later he took advanced 
courses at the University of Virginia and re- 
ceived his license to practice law in Virginia, 
September 1, 1890. His Texas license was issued 
March 138, 1891, by the District Court of Travis 
County. He had launched a successful career in 
law at Beeville when James R. Dougherty became 
his law partner. 


A case in the Brownsville court brought Hill 
by stage to that city in 1900. As he rode about 
the country on horseback he observed that in a 
few isolated places Mexicans were growing abun- 
dant crops and various kinds of produce on small 
plots of land in resacas, He also observed that 
the bed of the Rio Grande was higher than the 
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Ben Franklin Stores 5c 10c 


Harlingen 


4 Corners Texaco Station 


Harlingen 


GALLAGER’S 


1006 South 15th Street 


Harlingen, Texas 


@ FORMICA 
@ KENTILE 
@ HOT POINT 


GROWING WITH 
HARLINGEN FOR 
35 YEARS 


FELDMAN’S 


VALLEY WIDE 


LIQUOR STORES 


MODERN MARTS 
TO SERVE YOU 


FREE DELIVERY 


Main Store — 116 W. Van Buren 


No. 1 — 102 E. Harrison 
No. 6 — 415 W. Jackson 
PHONE GA 3-1617 GA 3-4628 


SOUTH TEXAS' MOST COMPLETE 
FOOD AND GOURMET CENTER 


VALLEY HEADQUARTERS FOR: 


Po er a eee ee een ed Lumber Co. 


Parker Construction Co. 


Commercial, industrial and residential contract- 
ing and building. We are proud of the many con- 
struction jobs we have completed in our 16 years 
in Harlingen. 


SEE US FOR ESTIMATES 


Phone GA 3-0529 429 E. Buchanan 


Producers 


Gin Association 


Wilson Road —: Harlingen 


We have just completed modernizing our 2 
gins with the finest equipment to be found 
anywhere. We invite inquiries from every 
cotton grower. 


Since 1944 Lae 
| 


(Trailers) 


SERVING VALLEY COTTON GROWERS 
SINCE 1934 


“The Gem Of Fine Gins” 
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EARLY DAY LAND CLEARING in Harlingen. The work was all by hand and cost 


about $15 per acre to clear the brush, The four men shown here could clear in a day 


about as much as a bull dozer can now clear in fifteen minutes. 


lands which sloped down from it. on the Texas 
side which made gravity irrigation feasible. His 
first experiment in irrigation, made on a rented 
farm near the Nueces River, was successful and 
this fired his imagination for the development 
of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. His impression, 
after spending considerable time inspecting the 
Rio Grande area, is best expressed by himself in 
an interview in 1909 published in a St. Louis 
paper as follows: 


“My first inspection of the Valley lands 
convinced me that they were the best invest- 
ment proposition in the United States, if not 
in the world. I was convinced in my own 
mind that when the fact that these rich 
lands existed and only awaited the putting of 
water on them to make them fabulously 
productive, became known to the men of 
money that there would be an inrush of 


investors and settlers.” 
ON SCHOOL LANDS 


On August 12, 1902, Hill made application to 
the Commissioner’s court of Cameron County to 
purchase two and one-half leagues or 11,007 acres 


of public land out of original Spanish grants for 
$13,837. Part of the consideration was that he 


“enclose it with a four-strand barb wire fence 
with good mesquite posts 12 feet apart and to 
erect on said land at least three good windmills 
with dirt tanks.” However, the Harlingen town- 
site was located in a part of Survey No. 36, Cam- 
eron County School lands; part of Survey 290, 
Texas School lands and partly in Survey 289, a 
part of the fabulous King Ranch which Hill pur- 
chased from Mrs. Henrietta M. King for $2.50 
per acre. 


LAND COMPANY CHARTERED 


The Lon C. Hill Improvement Company was 
chartered August 10, 1903, and the following 
year the company became the Lon C, Hill Town 
and Improvement Company with a capitalization 
of $200,000. Incorporators were Hill, Jim 
Dougherty and Dr. S. H. Bell. 


From time to time Hill added to his holdings 
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Reeves Oil & Butane Co. 
Combes GULF OIL PRODUCTS 


F. A. Shoenberger - Distributor 


Phone GA 3-0439 806 N. Commerce 
Gilbreaths Humble Station Hevitiven: Texas 


Harlingen 


ROBERTS JEWELRY 


119 South 2nd 
516 N. Ist GA 3-6692 FEATURING WATCHES, DIAMONDS, GIFTS. 
Established 1922 
38 YEARS OF SERVICE 


A-1 LITHO & LETTER SHOP 


PRINTING ®@ LITHOGRAPHING ® MAILING 


ll 


CO Be pak 


pa t%.« ce 


I. to R; Ike Werner, Raymondville; Pete Hathaway, Mercedes; J. Lewis Boggus and Jack Calhoun, Harlingen; 
Ralph Hughes, Edinburg; J. Lewis Boggus, Jr., McAllen; in a Valley Ford dealers display at the Valley Mid 
Winter Fair in 1948. 


525 W. Harrison BOGGUS TRACTOR co, GA 3-1329 


SERVING SINCE 1943 
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"and on September 10, 1907, he chartered the Har- 
lingen Land and Water Company capitalized for 
' $300,000 with Hill, John D. Hill (no relation), 
F Miss Paul Hill, Dr. S. H. Bell, and P. E. Blalock 
F as incorporators. 


In January, 1907, Hill began work on his ir- 
' rigation system and by November 5, 1908, was 
able to make a certified statement that approxi- 
mately 26 miles of canals were in a state of op- 
eration and approximately 75,000 acres were in 
' irrigation or ready to be irrigated. He helped 
frame the state law that put into being the first 
irrigation district, Cameron County Irrigation 
District No. 1. Election returns filed on August 
10, 1914, gives the date for its establishments. 


TEN COVERED WAGONS 


Ten covered wagons equipped with special 
wide tires to combat the sand in crossing ‘‘the 
desert country,” each two wagons hitched to- 
gether tandem, drawn by a team of four horses 
or mules, a chuck wagon, a three-seated hack 
called “the ambulance,” and a buggy for Mrs. 
, Hill and the baby, trailed by sixty head of live- 
; stock, a pack of hound dogs, and three of the 
- Hill boys on horseback, made up the caravan that 
brought the Hill family of eleven and Dr. S. H. 
Bell and his four children from Beeville. They 
were accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. 
Jones and family of thirteen children from Mis- 
sissippi, who joined them at Beeville with wagons 
for the trip which required thirteen days. They 
arrived in June, 1903. The Hills stopped at Point 
Isabel, the summer resort for Brownsville and 
Matamoros, until a hurricane scare sent them to 
Brownsville. 


Hill op@ned a hardware and implement store 
in Brownsville to supply his many development 
enterprises. His activity in bringing in the rail- 
road increased. On June 6, 1908, he served as 
temporary chairman of.a meeting in Brownsville 
called to lay plans for raising the bonus required 
by the backers of the railroad. He headed the 
committee which solicited the funds and obtained 
the right-of-way. Since his town was to be at the 
junction of the main road and the Hidalgo Branch 
west, he worked even more strenuously for that 
project. Finally, he, John Closner, and T. J. Hooks 
underwrote the entire twenty thousand acre 
bonus. 


Long before he started on his fabulous career 
as an empire builder, Hill knew that somehow 
he would have to obtain money to install a vast 
irrigation system to water the thousands of acres 
that he would develop and sell out in small farm 
tracts. He visioned the eventual extension of the 
Intracoastal canal through the Arroyo Colorado. 
A name reminiscent of Holland’s rich heritage in 
water engineering was discussed with Col. Uriah 
Lott, president of the railroad then being con- 
structed into the Valley. Col. Lott was of Dutch 
descent, his grandmother having been born, [Hliza 
Van Jlarlingen, in 1783, in the town manned for 


19 id . 
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One of the carly day coaches that was driven in the 
Pioneer Days Celebration in 1933. These coaches were 
not known for their easy riding. 


her family. Hill checked with the post office de- 
partment and found there was no town in Texas 
by that name so he chose it to honor his friend, 
Col. Lott, and for its significance in waterways. 


In 1903, rumors of a yellow fever epidemic 
spreading down the river caused Mr. Hill to 
hastily move his family to his holdings north of 
the Arroyo. The camp site on the bank of the 
Arroyo was called “Salty Lonesome” by the fam- 
ily. Access to this home in the wilderness among 
the coyotes was by means of a “sendero,” or 
lane, cut through the brush to Engineer’s Point, 
a camp on the railroad right of way. The sendero 
extended west about two miles to Providencia 
Ranch headquarters where it made connection 
with the wagon trail that crossed the Arroyo on 
a low water bridge and then joined the Military 
Road into Brownsville. This four or five mile 
sendero was the first straight road cleared east 
and west in the mid-Valley and it became 
Harrison Boulevard in Harlingen. 

Providencia Ranch, owned by Jesus Saldana, 
was famed for a well of sweet water. Much of 
Harlingen’s early water supply came from his 
well. The teacher at the ranch at this time was 
Miss Margarita Villareal, now Mrs. G. M. Lozano, 
who recalls vividly the excitement among her 
pupils when the first train came roaring through 
the brush. 


James Lockhart, as foreman for Hill, directed 
the clearing and grubbing of the Harlingen town- 
site and also managed the commissary in the first 
business building located at what is now South 
First and Van Buren, across from the present 
First National Bank building. Lumber for this 
small structure, which also housed the first post 
office, was hauled by wagon from Brownsville. 
Due to the large number of ‘“grubbers” employed 
in clearing the brush, sufficient names of “resi- 
dents” were available to make application for u 
post office at once. On June 24, 1904, the U. S. 
Post Office Department granted a permit for u 
post office at Harlingen, Texas. 

A vivid picture of the setting that was to be 
Ilarlingen and of its founder was graphically 
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Haskell Hodge 


Leon C. Osborn Co., Inc. 
Appliances 


1505 Barton St. 
— FRIGIDAIRE — Harlingen 


113 N. Ist — Harlingen Food Processing and Packaging Equipment 


202 N. Sam Houston — San Benito 


BE TIRE SAFE The Gilt Mart 


WITH NEW 
FIRESTONE TIRES 


1001 W. Harrison 


Firestone Store 
215 W. Harrison St. Jack Mayo 
Harlingen, Texas SPECIALTY ADVERTISING 


Ph. GA 3-1304 Harlingen 


“SERVING THIS AREA SINCE 1935” 


* BONDED AND INSURED Rea a S PROMPT ESTIMATES 


Commercial — Industrial — Residential 
Featuring THER-MO ROOFS In 5 Fast Colors 
APPROVED ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


* BUILT-UP ROOFS * ASBESTOS SIDING SHINGLES 
* TILE ROOFS * ASPHALT ROOF SHINGLES 
* ASBESTOS ROOF SHINGLES * ROOF DECKS 


* SHEET METAL WORK 


Sechrist-Hall Company 


1 Mile West State Highway — (U.S. Hwy. 83) Harlingen 
hia Dial GA 3-7086 
Nights, Sundays & Holidays Call Harl GA 3-1817 
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pictured by the late Col. Sam A. Robertson of 
San Benito, who describes his first meeting with 
Lon Hill in a letter to John T. Floore, manager 
of the Harlingen Chamber of Commerce, on the 
cecasion of the public celebration of Mr. Hill’s 
seventieth birthday. The letter was published in 
the Valley Morning Star, July 29, 1932, from 
which is quoted: 


| “In May, 1904, I was laying the track and 
_building the bridges of the St. Louis-Brownsville 
}and Mexico R. R., now Missouri Pacific, from 
| Robstown to Brownsville. When the point of steel 
{reached Stillman’s ranch, we sent a bridge crew 
ahead to build a temporary trestle over the 
Arroyo Colorado, Three days later, when the 
point of steel had reached Chas. Combes ranch, 
I mounted my old white horse, Caballo Blanco, to 


us ey 

; 

: 
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go ahead to the Arroyo to inspect the bridge 
work. At the time I was on crutches with a 
broken leg and old Caballo Blanco would lay 
down so I could get aboard. 


As I rode along the new-made grade south of 
Combes, two big bull Mexican lions dashed across 
the grade one chasing the other; three or four 
droves of deer scampered across the right of way. 
About where the Southern Pacific R. R. now 
crosses the Missouri Pacific, a herd of javalina 
hogs had drove of wild turkeys on the run. 
When I got up to about where the old frame 
depot of the Missouri Pacific now is, I noticed a 
bunch of Mexicans clearing a plot of land about 
20 acres in extent. I noticed a canvas fly, a buck- 
board, horses, and some Americans around a camp- 


fire. I rode over to the camp and met Lon C. Hill, 
Sr., for the first time, Gorden his son, a youth 
of about 17, Mose, John and Hick, his young 
boys. 


HAD NO TENTS 


“Their camp was about 200 feet north of 
where the Reese-Wil-Mond Hotel now stands. 
They had no tents, only a fly, no cots, bedrolls 
were on the ground, saddles for pillows. They had 
rolled in two barrels of water. Lon was super- 
vising two or three Mexican servants in the 
preparation of ‘chow,’ a leg of venison being 
barbecued on the coals, a young javalina pig was 
stewing in an earthen pot. Mexicans were making 
tortillas and roasting sweet potatoes and green 


BACK IN THOSE DAYS yi jackin street was called Main street. What seems 
* to be a traffic light in the center of the picture is actually a street light. Traffic 


was limited and there was little need for traffic lights. 


corn in the ashes. A drove of chachalacas (Mex- 
ican pheasants) were sounding off in a nearby 
mesquite as the coyotes howled and fought over 
the offal of a deer Gordon had just shot and 
dressed, in the jungle, only a few hundred feet 
away. 


“When I rode up on old Caballo Blanco, Lon, 
invited me to ‘light’ and have coffee. Introduc- 
tions followed to his boys. My horse was tired 
and very dry. Mose (Lon C. Junior) made a life 
long friend of me by stealing from the cook a 
half bucket of water (which was scarce as hen’s 
teeth) to give my dear friend Caballo Blanco. 


PLANS FOR CITY 
“As we drank coffee, Lon explained to me his 
plans for building a great city on the land, the 
center of the city to be about where they were 
sitting cross-legged on the ground, He explained 
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The H. E. Butt Grocery Company and 
The Harlingen Canning Company 
Join in Celebrating the... 


HARLINGEN GOLDEN 


nniversary 
CELEBRATION 


‘The Harlingen Canning Company 


The Harlingen Cannery is one of the major industries in the entire 
Rio Grande Valley. Processing over 75 products for distribution in 
H.E.B.’s chain of 83 stores in Central and South Texas, it also 
processes foods under many labels found in the largest food chains 
throughout the entire country. Contracting for the produce, vege- 
tables and citrus, in four Valley counties it is also an important part 
of the agricultural economy of the area. 


Established at the present location in 1936 the cannery has had a 
continuous growth until now it has one of Harlingen’s major pay- 
rolls. The cannery received it’s “E” award during World War II for 
outstanding contribution in production to the war effort. 


MR. VAN C. SNELL 


General Manager 


MR. HAROLD MILLER 
eure Grocery Supervisor 
Harlingen Cannery 


THE H. E. BUTT GROCERY 
COMPANY AND THE CITY 
HARLINGEN 


The H, E. Butt Grocery Company 
is very proud to have been a part 


of the fabulous growth of the city H.E.B. Supermarkets 
of Harlingen. It was in the Valley 


that the company started its fan- Serving Harlingen 

tastic growth which has made it . 

the largest home owned grocery @ H.E.B. SUPERMARKET 
201 £. JACKSON 


chain in the state of Texas. Now 
operating 83 stores in 34 cities, the 
company also operates more retail @ H.E.B. SUPERMARKET 
stores than any grocery chain in 821 W. HARRISON 
Texas. Many of the top officials of @ H.E.B. SUPERMARKET 

IN LAUREL PARK 

SHOPPING CENTER 


H.E.B. Food Stores made their 
home for years in Harlingen and 
still have many friends here. It is 
with a great deal of sincere feeling 
that they congratulate the city on 
this — their Golden Anniversary. 


MR. SAM LOCKWOOD 


Market Supervisor 
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how he would build canals to bring in water from 
_the river, put out great sugar plantations and 
_ build sugar mills and other industries to support 
the proposed city. And he carried on his improve- 
ment campaign as long as he could raise a dollar 
and he raised more than a million of them. At that 
time he owned about 25,000 acres of land, reach- 
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PIONEER DAY PARADE, July 29, 1932 in celebration 
of Founder, Lon C. Hill’s 70th birthday anniversary. 
Hill is shown in center of picture. P 


ing from Rio Grande out to the Arroyo and 
beyond Harlingen several miles, 45,000 acres run- 
ning out from Rio Grande 16 miles including the 
present townsite of Mercedes. The original town 
of Mercedes was started at Lonsboro, one-and-a- 
half miles east of where Mercedes now stands. 


“He had over 30,000 acres west of Raymond- 
ville a big rice plantation at Rincon, north of 
Brownsville, a cotton plantation in the Tulle Lake 
bed not far from his rice plantation. 


RATTLESNAKE JUNCTION 


The jungle covered the townsite and the whole 
country was infested with ticks, penilios fleas by 
the billions, rattlesnakes and scorpions and other 
pests in countless millions. 


“. .. My construction and train men soon 
christened Lon’s future city Rattlesnake Junction. 
At this time there was not a house in sight of the 
R. R. right of way from Robstown to Olmito and 
from Rattlesnake Junction to Havana, three miles 
east of Sam Fordyce.” 


In January, 1905, the Hill family moved from 
Brownsville into the first home built in Harlin- 
gen, but without the lovely wife and mother and 
little George. Both had succumbed to typhoid 
fever the preceeding Noveml:er. The home is now 
a museum site in Lon C. Hill Park, the former 
plantation headquarters. The large and preten- 
tious stable, built of hand-made brick in his plant 
on the Arroyo, was used for many years as an of- 


fice and exhibit room of the Valley Mid-Winter | 


Fair. 


It was the original intention of the owner to 
build a handsome home later in keeping with the 


stable but with the panic of 1907 and the First 
World War he abandoned the idea. 


By September, a small frame house had been 
built near the Hill home for Harlingen’s first 
school which opened with fourteen pupils, seven 
of whom were the Hill children. Three were chil- 
dren of Mr. Hill’s sister, Mrs. J. C. McBee and 
Mr. McBee, Frank, John and Elizabeth; two of 
the Jones’ children, Lynn and Etta, also Henry 
Bell and Katherine Weller, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. H. Weller, who were recent arrivals. 


W. A. Francis, first teacher, 1905-07, later 
was head of the English Department of A. & I. 
College. Miss Jchnnie Phipps was the second 
teacher and Miss Lillian Weems (Mrs. Baldridge), 
the third, taught in 1908-09. The little school 
building was also used for Sunday School and 
for an occasional church service when a circuit 
rider or a missionary minister of any denomina- 
tion was available. 


Several Anglo-American families who came 


MR. AND MRS. SANTOS LOZANO, who came from 


Alice in 1905 and bought the first lot sold on Jackson 
strect. Mr. Lozano started the first store on Jackson street. 


before 1900, and located in the area north and 
west of the new townsite, were the only neigh- 
bors of the Hill family. Of these, the first to 
arrive was James Dishman, who established his 
ranch near Combes in 1893. Two years later, his 
wife arrived with their grand-daughter, Lena 
Templeton, then a child of seven, now Mrs. Sam 
D. Grant of Harlingen. Mrs. Grant says that they 
lived on the ranch two years without seeing an- 
other white woman or child except on one oc- 
casion when they went to Brownsville. About the 
only men they saw were stock buyers and Texas 
Rangers. The Dishman family received their mail 
at Passo Real.on the Arroyo, where a German, 
by the name remembered as Christian Balduff 
operated a small store and the post office. 


OTHER EARLY ARRIVALS 


In 1898, three families came from the Indian 
Territory, the J. T. Avery family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse L. Adams and Mrs, Adams parents, Mr. 
and Mrs, Ogan. The latter settled in the Tiocana 
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United Printers & 
Publishers, Inc. 


VALLEY WIDE 
PRINTERS 
PUBLISHERS 
LITHOGRAPHERS 


The Valley’s largest printing plant for every 
type of printing, publishing or lithographing. 


Printing for 

Business Houses 

Social Organizations 

Individuals 
Business forms, multiple carbon forms, rubber 
stamps, shop and industry forms, magazines, house 
organs, circulars, social stationery, religious print- 
ing. One to four colors .. . letter press, offset and 
lithography. 

UNITED PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS 
GA 3-0663 — 806 West Harrison 


Ifarlingen 


unkin’s 


Piastinctive FURNITURE 


Serving the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
with Fine Quality Furniture, From Har- 
lingen - since 1926 


?. 


JUNKIN Soi oe aie 


Exciting Gifts And Accessories For The 
Home From Throughout The World. 


PLETCHER’S FLOWERS 


1601 W. Harrison 


GA 3-7010 


you can send 


Through our Shop 


flowers like these 


“EVERYWHERE” 
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INTERIOR OF THE FIRST STORE on Jackson street, that of §. Lozano and Son, 


General Merchantile. Mr. Lozano, second from the left, with the clerks then em- 


ployed in this thriving business. The store was started soon after 1905, 


Lake district. The Adams daughter, Carrie, was 
born there soon afterward. The Ogans returned 
to their former home first, and the Adams left 
about 1912. The Avery’s had two small daughters 
and a son, Harvey Avery, was born here at their 
home, now the site of the Municipal Airport. 
The Lockharts was the second Anglo family to 
move to the site of Harlingen. The third was the 
A. W. Weller family, who moved here from 
Brownsville in 1996. They lived at the two-story 
frame hotel, built by the railroad. Mrs. Weller 
acted as manager and Mr. Weller started in busi- 
ness across the railroad near the station. Their 
home was built in 1907, on the site of the present 
City Hall. Mrs. A. Goldammer, daughter of the 
Wellers, said that the brush was so thick it was 
impossible to see the trains go by only a short 
distance away, so her father cut an opening 
through the brush so they could see the trains. 
Deer often came through the brush past the dcor- 
way. 


Families who came with the Hill’s were those 
of James Lockhart, J. C. McBee, and Thomas L. 
Jones. The latter bought large holdings to the 
northwest which later became known as the 
Schaff Ranch. 


Santos Lozano came from Alice in 1905, and 
bought the first lot sold on Jackson street. Early 
in 1906, he built a small frame store structure 
for a general store with living quarters upstairs. 
This building was removed in 1915 and the pres- 
ent Pioneer Building was constructed. 


W. E. Hollingsworth, the first railway agent, 
lived first in quarters curtained off from the 
main part of the depot. A Mr. Woodall, engineer 
on the railroad, was a newcomer. The Ogans and 
the Anglins, previously mentioned, came in 1907, 
as did W. Z. Weems, dirt contractor. Weems 
brought with him from East Texas not only his 
teams and equipment but also his Negro work- 
men for the canal building, which he did for many 
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THE PORT OF HARLINGEN was planned and es- 
tablished by the early settlers of the area to be developed 
in a long range program, to materially effect the economy 
and growth of the entire Valley: 

The Arroyo Colorado Navigation District of Cameron 
and Willacy Counties, Texas was created by an Act of 
the Legislature and an election held in July, 1927. An 
initial $500,000 bond issue was voted to finance the port 
development and three commissioners were elected, name- 
ly: Mr. J. B. Chambers, Mr. Tyre E. Brown and Mr, J. R. 
George. In 1946 a bond issue of $625,000 was voted to 
complete the port facilities, however, before the channel 
was completed there were many obstacles. After the first 
two contracts were awarded by the Government on 
dredging the channel in the Arroyo, but had not begun, 
the President ordered all new river and harbor work sus- 
pended. After many months the directors of the District 
were able to have the suspension removed and_ dredging 
from both ends of the Laguna Madre was commenced. 
Then work was delayed by owners of property needed for 
disposal of spoils, and after many months of negotiating 
and acquiring spoil areas — Port Harlingen was completed 
and dedicated February 27, 1952, with the firse shipment 
of cargo arriving on that date. Due to the foresight, in- 
terest and application of the efforts of these progressive 
pioneer citizens, the port after 28 years of planning be- 
came a reality and their early dreams were fulfilled. 

The port’s 500 foot by 400 foot turning basin dredged 
to a depth of 12 feet and tied with a 125 foot wide chan- 
nel. 26 miles down the reaches of the Arroyo Colorado to 


_ the Intracoastal Canal in the Laguna Madre. Initial im- 


provements were two cargo docks, a transit shed and an 
oil dock. There were 78 frontage sites on the turning 
basin laid out for lease for private docks and warehouses. 
The Navigation District owns more than 500 acres of 
land fronting on the turning basin and the Arroyo chan- 
nel which are available as industrial sites under lease. 
Since the opening of the Port in 1952, additional load- 
ing and storage facilities have been erected for use by 
private industries who have established their business 
permanently at the port. At present, there are six individ- 
ual industries located at the port and two others located 
on the Arroyo Channel downstream near Rio Hondo. ‘The 


total tonnage handled by these industries. has increased to 
over 215,000 tons per year. These industries namely: 
Mobile, Gulf, Cactus and Phillips Petroleum Companies; 
Mid-South Chemical Corporation; Valley Grain & Eleva- 
tor Company and Columbia-Southern Chemical Corpora- 
tion are serying the consumers of the Valley in increased 
quantities each year. 


The valuation of the port facilities has increased from 
$1,125,000 in 1952 to $2,500,000 at present. With the 
increase in industry location at the port, additional acre- 
age has been purchased for industrial sites; additional 
docks have been constructed and improvements for fresh 
water and rail service have been installed to accomodate 
existing and proposed business. This increase in industry 
and valuation has shown that the port has definitely ef- 
fected the economy of the Valley by serving the citizens 
growing needs. 

The Port of Harlingen is ideally centrally located to 
serve the entire Valley with water tranpsportation for 
goods required moving into, as well as out of the Valley 
to points within the States and trans-shipment to foreign 
ports. With the difference between water and land rates, 
this area of the Gulf Coast of Texas is the logical point 
for the transformation of low-value, bulky goods into 
higher-value intermediates and finished goods. 

The Navigation District is now. planning for expansion 
of the port to meet expanding needs to include additional 
docking and warehouse facilities, as well as berthing and 
launching facilities for pleasure craft. The knowledge and 
experience which has been attained by our leaders inthe 
Valley, which gives them a picture of continued growth 
of our area, know that the port will be utilized and de- 
manded more and more as our Valley grows. The benefits 
of our water transportation facility in reaching all ship- 
pers and consumers, existing and projected, will more 
than justify every effort and dollar being expended on 
our port today and in the future. 

On November 1, 1959 Colonel Edward L. Baw was 
appointed by the Board of Commissioners as Port Director 
to manage the port facilities. Present Board of Commis- 
sioners are Clifford H. Purdy, Chairman; J. B. Cocke, 


Secretary and Van C, S»ell, Commissioner. 
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years. James F. Hathaway, a machinist, bought 
acreage on which he established his residence on 
the Stuart Road. He installed the pump plant on 
the Rio Grande for Lon Hill’s canal system. 
Hathaway had teams and also contracted for 
clearing land. 

In 1908, A. W. Elmore set up a barber shop, 
John Snavely, a farmer and a leader of the 
Quaker faith arrived. He was named superin- 
tendent of the first Union Sunday School, which 


GIRLS High School Basketball Team, 1928, at the en- 
france of the first High School building. Located at 
6th between Tyler end Polk, it wes partially destroyed 
by the 1933 hurricane. 


was held in the tabernacle on East Van Buren. 
Ike B. McFarland arrived from Houston to man- 
age a lumber yard. 

In March 1909, the J. J. Wiles family moved 
on to acreage bought north of the townsite. 
Judge A. W. Cunningham and E. J. Ernest or- 
ganized a real estate firm to bring in settlers. 
C. F. Perry also was another who brought in 
settlers. 

C. W. Waterwall opened a boarding house 
which later was operated by the R. L. Chaudoins 
who moved in from the Dilworth Tract in 1910. 
Still later it became the Verser House. 

L. G. Nichols arrived in 1909, to manage the 
lumber yard which Lon Hill had sold to the South 
Texas Lumber Company of Houston. | 

A settlement of fourteen families of the 
Seventh Day Adventist church, started in 1909, 
caused the State Mission Board of that church to 
erect a house of worship, which was the first 
church built in Harlingen. The pastor, a Rev. 
Montgomery, and his wife were living in a tent 
nearby when the church was being built. They 
were injured in the storm of the spring of 1909. 
The wife recovered but Rev. Montgomery died. 
Later, most of the members of the colony re- 
moved to California. 

The Levi KE. and Ed E. Snavely families and 
the Harl Wetmores arrived in 1909, as did the G,. 
KE. Goodykoontz family, the McDonalds, the 
Dorough’s “Captain” Patterson, Dr. D. B. Me- 
Ghee, and Dr. ©. W. and A. M. Letzerich. 

H. D. Seago says that he came in with the 
flood of September, 1909, to work as secretary for 


the South Texas Lumber Company.” 

Among the earliest of the land companies op- 
erating from Harlingen were the Rio Grande 
Land Corporation, which sold ‘‘Palmetal Farms” 
and “Arroyo Gardens;” F. Z. Bishop, with whom 
John B. Challes was associated; and the Rio 
Valley Land Company, R. L. Chaudoin, president 
and D. W. Swartz, vice president and sales man- 
ager. 

VILLAGE DAYS 

During the Village Days, train time was the 
event of the day; everybody met the trains, es- 
pecially the pistol-wearing populace, and that 
was a big per cent of the people. Most of the men 
in the area were Texas Rangers, United States 
Mounted Custom Patrol custom officers. The 
others wore guns because it was brush country 
and a frontier. 

The “Junction,” first called facetiously, ‘“Rat- 
tlesnake Junction,” now known far and wide as 
“Six-Shooter Junction,” was the mecca for hun- 
dreds of men engaged in the construction of the 
branch line and in other development fields. 
Target ranges were set up near the railway sta- 
tion and, whether for entertainment or for im- 
provement of markmanship, were well patronized. 


ve Ol aad re é é 

THREE OF HARLINGEN’S OLDEST Pioneers. (Cen- 
ter) Judge A, W. Cunningham, first Mayor of City 
Council form of government, 1911. The Judge will be 97 
on July 19, 1960. (Left) Dr. Nathan Powell, age 91 
in August. (Right) C. W. Clift who came to Harlingen 
in 1902 well be 92 mm August. The three men whose birth- 
days arc within a month, all live in the seme block on 
Austin street, 


As the trains came into the station those 
Stetson-wearing Texans would be blazing away 
with their six-shooters in spirited competition. 
So it is no wonder the conductors would shout 
“Six-Shooter Junction! All out for Six-Shooter 
Junction!” Even the passengers going through 
were wont to step off and take a shot or two be- 
fore going on to more civilized parts. The more 
timid would stand agape. 

The village centered around Van Buren and 
First Street where the railroad had built a hotel 
in 1906, a two-story frame structure with two 
baths. Mrs. A. H. Weller was the first and Mr. 
and Mrs. b. I’. Ogan were the second managers. 
In the fall of 1908 the hotel was bought by C. S. 
Moore and was known as the Mooreland. In 1928 
it was razed and Moore erected the Madison Hotel 
now being replaced by an. office building. In 1908 
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LISTON 


VIBRO-PAC 


CONCRETE PRESSURE PIPE 


Forty-one years ago W. T. Liston Co. started as an idea of a General Contractor and 
his son: W. T. Liston and W. O. Liston. It all began in the rear of the old South Texas Lumber 
Co. when the Listons felt the need of a plant for the manufacture of concrete irrigation pipe. 
The first forms were constructed under the shade of a big tree in the lumber yard. For some 
time it was operated as a side-line to the General contracting business. It became so success- 
ful and so important to valley agriculture that the W. T. Liston concrete pipe plant was built 
in 1921 by W..O. Liston... . on Harrison Street right where the big H. E. B. No. 2 Store stands 
today. Demand, valley wide for the Liston concrete irrigation pipe prompted the opening of 
a second plant in Mission in 1927. And a temporary plant in Laredo in 1941 to take care of 
building the Laredo Air Base. In 1955 the Liston Co. purchased the Southwestern Concrete 
Pipe Co. in Hargill. Noted above is Liston’s newest addition to the concrete pipe industry, 


and is the finest available. 


The Liston Ready-Mix Concrete Co. was organized in 1953 at the Harlingen location 


and has appreciated steady growth since that date. 


CONCRETE PIPE 
r__ MANUFACTURERS 


WTLIZTON Ch. 
DIAL: JU 5-1639 


HARLINGEN 
Dial: GA3-1270 
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HARLINGEN IN 1915, showing Monroe street in the foreground, tents of soldiers 
around the present Methodist church and in the south, Shown also is the Weller build- 
ing at Jackson and “A” and the Hill building at Van Buren and First (from rear 


_on right), 


the Ogans built a two-story frame hotel on the 
west side of the railway which they operated for 
many years. 


The first brick building was erected by Lon 
C. Hill, at the northwest corner of Van Buren 
and First Streets. A. E. Anglin says that it 
took a long time to complete the building, as 
Hill would have the bricks made by hand in his 
kiln on the arroyo, hauled by team and put in 
place and then would have to stop construction 
while the Mexican labor could make more bricks 
by hand. 


The first floor was occupied by the Harlingen 
State Bank of which Searcy Chambers was the 
first president, and a general merchandise store, 
operated by Sam Botts and Fred Chambers. Of- 
fices for the Hill interests were upstairs as were 
the sleeping rooms for the canal riders. Frank 
Martin, who lives on Lee Street, was one of the 
‘anal riders. Across First Street to the east was 
a stable where horses for the canal riders were 


penned. Beyond was a lumber yard managed by 


Pat Haley, Sr., who also was the village coronor. 


One block to the east stood the Prisoner’s 
Tree, to which was attached six heavy trace 
chains, used for the safe-keeping of lawbreakers 
until they could be transferred to the county 
jail. 


The only modern convenience of the town was 
a small telephone exchange connected with 


Brownsville and serviced through Mr. Hill’s pri- 
vate line to his pump plant on the river. In 1909, 
a telephone exchange with twenty subscribers 
was opened in the home of a Mrs. Hoffman who 
was the first operator. Later the exchange was 
moved to an upstairs back room of the Hill 
Building. 


Harlingen with a probable population of 500) 
at this time had neither sewage, lights, gas, o1 
a water system. Most residents had water bar 
rels or tin tanks which were filled by water- 
carriers who hauled in water from outlying well: 
and charged fifty cents per barrel for this serv- 
ice. 


The first major business of the new city 
government other than the framing of ordin 
ances was to provide a water system. At the sec 
ond commission meeting it was voted to “Orde: 
an election for issuance of Water Works Bonds 
amount not to exceed $12,000; election to be hel« 
July 19, 1910.” Thirty votes were cast in thi: 
election, all for the project and none against. 

Apparently the women of early Harlingen 
days were civic minded as now, as minutes o! 
the city council, Feb. 6, 1911, read: “voted t 
extend thanks to the ladies of the Harlingen Civi 
club for their effective cleaning and beautifyin; 
of the town of Harlingen; that the city marsha! 
instructed to assist these ladies in any way pos 
sible in their work; that we stand ready to pui 
into operation any practical ordinance that ma\ 
further their efforts.” 


Iividently the ladies were much inspired 1 
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Harlingen 


“26 YEARS OF PROGRESS” 


Valley Production Credit Association 


A Farmer Owned and Controlled Credit Home. Will loan $15,000,000 
to Member-Stockholders this year. Gets funds from the Money Centers 
of the Country. Capital and Reserves increased from $45 to $1,850,000. 


Member-Stockholders increased from 9 to 1060. 


An Organization Specializing In Agricultural Credit 


Offices located in Harlingen — Raymondville — Alamo — San Juan 


WILSON Ro. HaRLINGEN, TEx. 
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Shown back of the present members of the Hill family is the first 
home built in Harlingen. Built in 1905, it is now a museum site in Lon C. 
adquarters of Lon Hill. Moving from 
d this as a temporary residence until 


Hill Park, the former plantation he 
Brownsville in 1905, Lon Hill planne 


Ae 


this vote of confidence in their organization’s 
' work, as minutes of an adjourned meeting held 
‘ three days later read, “voted the club be assigned 
two block of drainage ditch between Harrison 
and Jackscn Street.” Later the women made a 
request through the cemetery association that 
a cemetery committee be appointed. C. W. Clift, 
E. W. Anglin, and B. F. Surface were named 
trustees. 
At Harlingen’s second municipal election, held 
in the office of Cunningham and Ernst, April 4, 
1911, only 44 votes were polled. John D. Hill re- 
ceived all devotes. for Mayor as did Dr. Gas 
Letzerich for commissioner, Rh. 5. Chambers. re- 
ceived 42 votes. Cunningham was presiding 
judge; James H. Ewing and Hubert Barry were 
judges and S. P. Eaton and R. I. Dudley were 
clerks. Immediately upon being sworn in as may- 
or, Hill resigned. McFarland, retiring mayor, was 
nominated to fill the unexpired term but re- 
quested withdrawal of his name, A. W. Cunning- 
ham was appointed by the commission to serve 
and was sworn in at a special meeting April 28, 
1911. That sequence of events gave Harlingen 
three mayors in one day. 
; To get modern municipal facilities was the 
aim of this administration. A bond issue of 
$22,000 for a water works and an electric plant, 
and $10,000 for the improvement of streets, roads 
and bridges was passed by a vote of thirty-two 
for, and four against. 
The first money-raising ordinance provided 

for the licensing of dogs at $1.00 each. Some of 


the retail businesses were taxed and others li- 
censed. 


CHANGES VOTED 


When Harlingen’s population numbered 1,126 
in 1911 the city, then eligible under state law, 
voted a change to the city council form of gov- 
ernment. H. D. Seago, presiding judge, certified 
that 26 votes were cast with E. L. Fender, Jacob 
Miller, and J. M. Denton, Dr. C. W. Letzerich. 
They with Mayor Cunningham became Harlin- 
gen’s first city council. 

In the city election of April 1912, L, 5. Ross 
was elected mayor and A. H. Weller , J. M. Den- 
ton, M. V. Pendleton, former city clerk, H. A. 
Gibbs, and R. L. Chaudoin were elected aldermen. 
Osco Morris became city marshal and F. T. Kirk- 
man, the new city secretary. 

Mayor Ross, son of former Governor Sul Ross, 
famous Texas Ranger, was also president of the 
then Harlingen State Bank. He provided a private 
office in the bank for the conduction of the city’s 
business. He was authorized to buy office furni- 
ture and provide stationery. 

In an attempt to get Harlingen out of the 
mud, a contract was let to William Tennant to 
build and install wooden platforms for street 
crossings. 

In 1914 Mayor Ross and three of the aldermen 
were re-elected. W. J. Weems, Jr. became the new 
city tax assessor collector. 

In October, Mayor Ross died and Miller V. 
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33 OF HARLINGEN’S 50 YEARS! 


OLDEST _ STRONGEST DEPENDABLE 


Have always honored with- 


Established in 1927. 33 Always paying the highest drawal requests... instant- 

years of uninterrupted ser- dividends of any Valley ly ... With dividends paid 

vice and profit to investors. Savings Association... and to the moment of with- 
paying 4 times a year. drawal. 
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VALLeY’S OLDEST AND STRONGEST SAVINGS fit token 


RIO GRANDE | 

BUILDING | 
. & LOAN . 
ESTABLISHED NQNCXOINDM 11977] 


900 E. HARRISON - HARLINGEN - GA 3-8120 
Why Not Save Where YouGet MORE... MORE OFTEN 


IN SELECTING YOUR INSURANCE AGENCY 
SECURITY - SERVICE - SATISFACTION - SAVINGS 
MAKE THE BIG DIFFERENCE! 


That’s Why MORE THAN 10,000 POLICY HOLDERS PLACE THEIR IN- 
SURANCE THROUGH THE AGENCY THAT’S SERVED THE VALLEY 
FOR 33 YEARS!... 


INSURANCE AGENCY 
900 E. HARRISON « HARLINGEN 


INSURING THE VALLEY SINCE 1927. 
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HARLINGEN’S first Foot- 
ball Team in 1913. Rear right 
is Professor W. E. Sturgeon 
who was then Superintendent 
of the schools. The names of 
the members of the team 
were not available although 
some-of the present day res- 
idents of Harlingen may be 
able to identify themselves. 


VETERPERS OF 
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Ge hn ne ne 2 
THE SOLDIERS shown were of the 26th Infantry US. 
Army who participated in the defense of Norias. A bandit 
raid and fight at Norias on August 8, 1915 resulted in 
two soldiers and four bandits losing their lives. 


HARLINGEN’S first brick 
school building, located on 
East Jackson street. It was 
occupied in 1912 for the first 
time and later became known 
as Central Ward and Sam 
Houston school. The building 
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was remodeled several years 
ago and is now an office 


building. 
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A Part of Harlingen’s Development Since 1952 


PH. GA3-3488 
211 E.HARRISON 


HARLINGEN 


SALES — TRADES — APPRAISALS — MANAGEMENT 


H. W. Bahnman, C.M.B., S. R. A., C. P.M. 
E. H. Moody, Jr., Associate Lois Schuepbach, Associate 
F. E. Williams, Associate R. L. Spangler, Associate 


SMITH’S 
Phillips 66 Service 


Black Gold Stamps — Dial GA 3-1837 
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COMPLETE ONE STOP SERVICE 


702 EK. 77 Blvd., Harlingen, Texas 
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HANSHAW STORES 


115 W. Jackson -:- Coronado Village 


CAMERON MANUFACTURING CO. 


1009 West Harrison 
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endleton was named to fill the unexpired term. 

On July 20, 1915 the city fathers made an ac- 
counting and determined that the city was $6,000 
in debt and ordered the amount be funded by 
treasury warrants. There was no change in the 
city officials in the 1916 election. 


BANDIT TROUBLE 


According to many old-timers, the period of 
1915-1917 known as the Bandit Trouble, was a 
period of terror to many people who boarded up 
their houses, turned their cows, pigs, and chick- 
ens loose, and left for other parts. The railroad 
put on special trains and still could not get the 
people out fast enough. Many people never re- 
turned. 


A major loss during these troublesome times 
was the burning by Mexican Bandits of the Hill 
Sugar Mill on July 17, 1917. The plant, a $125,000 
investment, had begun operations in November, 
1911. 


Almost every home became an arsenal. Men 
taught their wives and children how to shoot 
and held frequent practice sessions. Miss Paul 
Hill has often said, “There was a dark robe and 
gun at the foot of every bed in our house in those 
days.” Women carried their six-shooters as cus- 
‘tomarily as their purses and if, at home, kept one 
handy or in an apron pocket. 


Harlingen was headquarters for Sixth Cav- 
alry, the Texas National Guard, and the 26th 
Infantry, under the command of Gen. Robert Lee 
Bullard. 


The minutes of the Council August 6, 1916, 
“.. ordered a committee of three to consult 
with Texas State Adjutant General Hulen for 
plans of cooperation between the general and the 
city council and the city health officer regarding 
the Camp Site.” 


The problems of regulating wandering live- 
stock and odorous hog-pens, having plagued the 
city fathers for the past five years, apparently 
had been resolved. Now, the City Council is 
pondering over ordinances ‘compelling citizens 
to cut weeds on their property and to regulate 
speeding automobiles by setting the speed limit 
at 15 miles per hour,” also, “... thirty minutes 
after sunset and thirty minutes before sunrise, 
automobiles must have lighted head-lights and a 
red-lighted lamp in the rear.” The curfew reg- 
‘ulation was amended to allow children to stay 
out as late as 10 p.m. 


In 1919, an ordinance was adopted which ban- 
ned the construction of wooden buildings or such 
being moved into the fire limits of the downtown 
section; also, “Everyone owning a wooden build- 
ing in the area was directed to appear before the 
council and show cause why such wooden build- 
ings are not to be declared a nuisance and abated 
or removed.” 

This significant step proved that the village 
days were of the past and that Harlingen, after 
a brief youthful period, was emerging as a pro- 
gressive city. 


1920-1930 


The decade of 1920-1930 was marked by the 
greatest amount of public improvements and a 
phenomenal growth of the city. The 1930 census 
showed a population of 12,124, a gain of 680 per 
cent over the 1920 census of 1784. Numerous 
bond issues totaling many hundreds of thousands 
of dollars were voted during the decade for ex- 
tension and improvement of practically all facil- 
ities including sanitary and storm sewers, street 
paving, enlargement of the water and light 
plants, installation of incinerator and a sewage 
disposal plant, building a jail, city hall, woman’s 
club building and library, auditorium, country 
club and an 18-hole golf course, and many other 
public improvements. 

When in 1925 the population reached 5,000, 
the city became eligible for “home rule” with 
more power. Accordingly a committee of fifteen 
men was appointed to assist in drawing up a new 
charter. These men were Tyre E. Brown, C, H. 
Brown, B. H. Brindley, John Baker, J. I. Coursey, 
A. A. Kimmell, Lon C. Hill, Jr., A. E. McClendon, 
S. A: Thompson, J. R. Roberts, A. L. Lewis, E. P. 
Hornaday, L. G. Nichols, Lloyd H. Thompson, and 
DuVal West. This charter, adopted Feb. 24, 1927, 
was replaced in 1947, and again a new charter 
was adopted in 1956. 

The idea of the Valley Mid-Winter Fair, said 
to have originated with the late W. T. Hodge, 
was put into effect in 1920. The event was for 
many years one of the outstanding such events 
in the state. By 1950 this ‘Show Window of the 
Valley,” as it was called, drew an attendance of 
90,000. 

Construction was booming. Five brick churches 
were completed, two at a cost in excess of 
$100,000 each. Four schools were built, also the 
$125,000 municipal auditorium having a seating 
capacity of 2,300; a $10,000 woman’s building and 
library, a fire station and city hall, a nine-story 
building and two large hotels. 

The Southern Pacific railroad completed its 
lines to Brownsville and began operation with 
its district freight and passenger offices here in 
1927. This was the period of greatest activity of 
Land: Company development programs in the 
Valley. Train loads of land parties from northern 
states arrived almost daily during the winter. 
Thousands of small vegetable tracts and newly- 
planted citrus orchards were purchased by in- 
dividuals who were brought here on excursion 
trains by land men. Stuart Place, developed first 
by Thomas F. Lee and called Leeland was brought 
to its greatest development by R. T. Stuart and 
associates. 

Another large tract developed near Harlingen 
was Adams Gardens with a total of 9,700 acres 
of brush land not improved until about 19380. 
Charles F. Ladd planted the acreage for the 
initial development, followed by others and sub- 
sequently was taken over by Sid Berley. 

Big news during this time was the half-mil- 
lion dollar bond issue to dredge the Laguna Madre 
and the Arroyo Colorado to this city; sale of the 
city’s electric light) plant and water plant, the 
latter repurchased at a later date. 
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A. L. BENOIST & CO. 


Harlingen, Texas 


RENTAL PROPERTIES 
REASONABLY PRICED AIR-CONDITIONED NICELY FURNISHED 


APARTMENTS 
& 
BUSINESS BUILDINGS 
Office: 306 South EYE St. Phone: GArfield 3-3090 
COMPLIMENTS OF 
BAUM’S MEN’S WEAR 
Aldridge-Washmon Harlingen — McAllen — Mercedes 
Company 
Your INTERNATIONAL DEALERS JOHN THOMAS 
SINCE 1925 CONOCO 


Frank Grimsell 


J. L. Head Insurance Agency 
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1930-1940 


» The 1930-1940 period was one of contrasts in 
Harlingen. With the Valley, Harlingen also was 
rthe last to feel the effects of the Depression 
and subsequent “bank holiday.” Barely over that 
economic blow, nature struck another blow in the 
thurricane of 1933. Half-page high headlines of 
s up-state newspapers, such as —‘‘Harlingen Wiped 
Out,” though erronoug, brought countless offers 
of help. However, through the help of the Red 
*Cross, the immediate relief of needy people was 
Fpromptly met. There was no loss of life. The 
} problem of drainage was pointed up. 


In 1937, Harlingen began showing recovery 
‘when building permits jumped from a bare 


throughout the service as the “show place” of 
the Air Force. Its headquarters and barracks 
streets were lined with tall palms and flowering 
shrubs, and a citrus grove remained in its bound- 
aries. 


During the war years the executive office of | 
the Cameron County Ration Board was located in 
Harlingen with branch offices in Brownsville and 
San Benito. Due to there being three military 
installations and an international airport in this 
county, the volume of work was much above the 
average county. 


General Chairmen were R. C. Pryor, Frank E. 
Davis, and Charles H. Brown. Gerald W. Mc- 
Kenna, executive secretary from the beginning 
to 1945, says that at the peak of activity the 


HARLINGEN IN 1915. Commerce street view showing 
Letzerich building at Jackson, early rajlway station, Alamo 
school and James Lockhart home, all west of the railroad. 


; $50,000 to $390,998 in one year. Population in- 
* crease for the decade was only ten per cent. 

The term, “Our Valley,” came into general 
use during these years when many cooperative 
enterprises put the “Magic Valley” before other 
Texans. Harlingen’s central location, its audito- 
rium seating 2,300, and hotels enough to supply 
five hundred rooms, made it easily the conven- 
tion city of those years. 


The city’s initial industrial development came 
at this period. New processing and canning 
plants, icing plants, more cotton gins, two large 
cotton compresses, and two large cotton oil mills 
were some of the industries developed through 
the needs of a rich agricultural area. 


A sharp increase in winter visitors during 
these years gave promise of the later develop- 
ment. of the tourist business in the economy of 
the city. 


The establishment of the Harlingen Air Field 
in July 1941, for the training of gunnery stu- 
dents was a major factor in the growth of the 
city during the first half of this decade. By April 
of 1945, about 48,000 gunners claimed HAAF as 
their Alma Mater, and the field) was known 


Board had about twenty-five employees and more 
than fifty volunteer helpers. ‘The cooperation of 
fifty top men of the country working on the vari- 
ous boards helped this county rate as one of 
three highest in efficiency and service in the 
sixty-three county district area,” he said. 

When the Field was deactivated in February, 
1946, it was taken over formally by the city on 
March 21. This action gave Harlingen a municipal 
airport that ranked with four others, then, as 
the top five airports in the nation. On September 


REPORT FROM BROWNSVILLE... 


“From five to six special trains of homeseekers 
and land buyers from the Central North are ex- 
pecting to reach the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Friday and Saturday. 

The first commercial freight out of the Valley 
was made by Milton Cross of Matamoros, a car 


composed ‘of fifty-two bales of Mexican cotton 


and _ hides. 

The first car of vegetable went out in March, 
1905, a car of onions, sent by the MacDavitt 
Bros. of Brownsville to Albert Miller Company, 
Chicago.” 
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OZARKA WATER COMPANY 


Harlingen 


SHERWIN WILLIAMS COMPANY 


Harlingen 


Lambert Paint Corporation 


206 E. Adams — GA 3-2384 
HARLINGEN 


PAINTS LAQUER & WATER PROOFING 
Use Our Budget Plan 


“Buy Now Pay Later” 
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ae 


W. Bb. UALHORN 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
3201 S. COMMERCE 


HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


CK 


WHEN YOUR MIRROR 
CARRIES THIS LABEL* 


*Used only on 
Mirrors made 
from PITTSBURGH 
TWIN-GROUND 
Plate Glass 


PITTSBURGH 


PLATE GLASS COMPANY 


Headquarters for 


Paint Brushes, Glass, Mirrors and Furniture Tops 


1937019. 


PAUL CARRUTH CO. 


INSURANCE 


Mortgage Loans 


Since 1938 
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7, 1946, the former military installation was ded- 
icated as a municipal airport by Rear Admiral 
C. A. F. Sprague, Commander of the Corpus 
Christi Naval Air Station. The event launched 
the first “Air Day in Texas.” The second annual 
“Air Day in Texas” was extended to three days, 
October 24, 25, 26, 1947, and was an outstanding 
event in Harlingen’s history. 


From this field was flown the first commercial 
air cargo from the Lower Rio Grande Valley— 
a plane-load of strawberries shipped to Canada. 
When the Valley inspired “Texas Brag Dinner” 
was held in Washington in 1946 a “Bragging 
Buggy” was flown from Harlingen filled with 
Valley fruits and vegetables for the dinner. An- 
other unique cargo from the airport was the 
world’s first bale of cotton of the 1947 season. 


Three inter-city projects having their incep- 
tion here in the mid-forties were the Rio Grande 


‘— Valley Golf association for the purpose of staging 


the annual open golf tournament for professionals 
throughout the nation; the Bougainvillea Trail 
of Texas, Inc., and outgrowth of a suggestion of 
Mrs. N. B. Lackland and the organization of the 
Valley Farm Bureau. 


1950-1960 


om. general picture of Harlingen’s growth in 
the past decade is outlined in the broad strokes 
of a few pertinent statistics such as the compari- 
son of the true value property real and personal, 
of $68,178,261 in 1950 with $128,509,400 in 1959. 
Of this latter amount the real value was 
$99,163,000. Another statistic that illustrates the 
city’s growth is the increase in income derived 
from the two per cent gross receipt tax of the 
utilities—gas, electricity, and telephone. The total 
of $22,650 in 1950 and $69,605 in 1959, represents 
a 300 per cent increase in nine years. 


During this period, according to Frank Lucas, 
finance director of the city, revenue from sources 
other than property tax increased from $170,880 
to $381,859. Expenditures for operation of the 
city, including payment of the debt, were in- 
creased from $482,922 to $1,251,318. 


A definite sign of growth of the city is the 
fact that more subdivisions (nineteen containing 
535 lots) are now being developed than at any 
time in its history. Construction work a sure sign 
of a growing city, hit high peaks in 1952 when 
$4,540,859 in construction permits were recorded 
and in 1957, for a total of $6,329,072. In March 
1960 alone, permits totaled $519,995,000. 


Reactivation of the Harlingen Air Force Base, 
April 1, 1952, was a major factor in the city’s 
growth, which is marked by a seventy-four per 
cent increase in population. Estimated population 
- on the fiftieth anniversary of its incorporation 
is above 38,000. Population of the base approxi- 
mates 3000. 


Port Harlingen, six miles east of the city on 
the Arroyo Colorado, was formally opened on 
February 27, 1952, and since has had a substan- 
tial growth in the number of industries, Tonnage 


has increased from 25,000 tons to 200,000 tons. 

Tourism as a factor in the city’s economy has 
exceeded all expectations during the past five 
years. According to Jeff Bell, secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the tourist industry in 
Harlingen has increased in this brief time from 
one million to five million dollars. A total of 632 
individuals joined the city’s Tourist Club the past 
season. Many other tourists, and winter residents, 
never take out membership. Within the past few 
months more than one hundred inquiries have 
been received at the Chamber of Commerce from 
people interested in Harlingn as a desirable place 
to live after retirement. 


The Fiesta Turista, staged annually for the 
past four years, has become a week-long round 
of special events in which local residents share 
with the visitors in management and participa- 
tion, William Pletcher has served as local chair- 
man, assisted by Mrs. J. B. Cocke and others. 


Two other events that have come into the 
forefront with national recognition during this 
decade are the “Life Begins At Forty” Annual 
Golf Tournament in early February, now in its 
eighth year, and The Nation’s First Bale of Cot- 
ton Contest and First Bale Auction, held during 
the annual Cotton Week in June. Both of these 
events are described in detail elsewhere in this 
booklet. 


Harlingen, a hub city, also is a medical and 
hospital center. The new Valley Baptist Hospital, 
completed in 1956, is a two and a quarter million 
dollar plant. Additional facilities are the Sams 
Children Center, the Reber Memorial Radiation 
Clinic for cobalt treatment of cancer, and the 
School for Vocational Nurses. 


The Harlingen State Tuberculosis Hospital, 
completed in 1955 at a cost of $2,368,000, re- 
ceived its first patients January 9, 1956. Dr. 
Ellison F. White, superintendent since its open- 
ing, says that the hospital first reached its ca- 
pacity of 550 patients in June, 1957. 


A third hospital, that of the Air Base, cares 
for the military personnel, their dependents, and 
also retired military personnel who live in the 
Valley. 


The number of qualified medical specialists 
in Harlingen is much higher than in many towns 
much larger. 


Indicative of the importance of Harlingen’s 
increased position as the pivot city and transpor- 
tation center of the Valley is the amount being 
spent by the state and Federal governments with- 
in the city limits for the two expressways, US 


. Highway 77 and 83 — ten million dollars is the 


impressive figure. Spur Road 329 to connect the 
two free-ways and adjoining roads is scheduled 
for contract in June. Already, tourist traffic 
through Harlingen, Matamoros, and Victoria, 


' Mexico to Mexico City, the shortest route for 


many points of the country, has more than 
doubled. 


It was pointed out by Marshal Bingham, City 
Manager, that city improvements are in keeping 
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WHERE NOW THE MEAT IS SERVED.... 


Those early Longhorns would be amazed 
that now Instead of graze and brush there 
stands one of the finest buildings in all 
Texas dedicated to the serving of wonder- 
ful “‘people food’ . . 2 2 wiclete 


si 200 Car Free Parking 


HOURS: 


Luncheon 


11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 


DINNER: 


5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 


CLOSED 
Mondays 


Coronado 
Village 
_ CAFETERIA 
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SPAETH-SMITH 


Lumber & Construction Co. | 


Builders Of Fine Homes 
MILLWORK CABINETS STORE FIXTURES 
Phone GA 3-4426 — 2 Miles West Highway 83 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


BOOTH STUDIO 


LAUREL PARK SHOPPING CENTER 


Louis De Latte 


Insurance 
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with all other advancements, About five million 
in bonds has been issued for this period in order 
to catch up with a back log accumulated during 
the war years when improvements could not be 
' made due to shortage of materials and man- 
power. 

New construction in 1959 at the Harvey Rich- 
ards Field, in effect, puts the municipal airport 
in a key position when air lines switch to larger 
tyre planes. 

Of the city’s four fire stations, three were 
built in the last ten years. 

Also constructed during this period were the 
new city hall and the Lon C. Hill Memorial Li- 
brary Building, the latter at a cost of approxi- 
mately $100,000. Cost of construction and fur- 
nishings of the city hall was $235,380. Total fixed 
assets of buildings and the equipment used in 
operation of the city is $2,331,358. Total street, 
sidewalks, and alley improvements, with equip- 
ment for their maintainance, is $3,718, of which 
amount, $223,625 is designated as off-street 
parking lots. : 

According to City Engineer, Kenneth Caldwell, 
the sewer system, both storm and sanitary, has 
- teen doubled in the last decade to cope with a 
doubled population, Caldwell also points out that 
within the next thirty days a new sewage treat- 
ment plant will be in operation which has the 
capacity to accomodate a population of 70,000. 

Harlingen’s public school system has kept 
pace with its community’s growth. Its 14 school 
plants are staffed by 402 teachers and attended 
by 10,463 students. The increase from an enroll- 
ment of 5,662 in 1950, points up another double 
in population of this decade. Enrollment in the 
department for the exceptional or handicapped 
children has increased to 133. Fourteen teachers 
work with this group. 

Harlingen’s new senior high school, first oc- 
cupied December 19, 1958, is considered one of 
the most modern schools in Texas. Total cost of 
the project including grounds was $1,485,000 ac- 
cording to Warren W. Ballard, School Business 
Manager. C. M. Callihan is serving his first year 
as superintendent. 


Back In Those Days: — — — 
The late Gregorio Garcia, who came here in 
1910, published the first Spanish newspaper in 
Harlingen. His paper, El Precursor, began pub- 


lication in 1915. 
*x * 


Salaries of members of the first City Com- 
mission were $5.00 per month each. 

The first City Council Meetings were held in 
the “Commercial Club Building,” rent of which 
was $5.00 per month. The “Commercial Club” and 
' the early Chamber of Commerce, probably were 
one and the same thing, according to Herbert 
N. Seago, manager of both in 1910. 

* * 


Harlingen’s first produce shed, one of the first 
in the Valley, was opened by the late W. T. Hodge, 
who moved here in 1914, 


Lon C. Hill 


Memorial Library 


The Harlingen Public Library, largest public 
library in the Tip O’ Texas area, has made a 
spectacular growth that started upward in 1950 
and was given impetus in 1951,by occupancy of 
the new $100,000 air-conditioned Lon C. Hill 
Memorial Building. 

A library building having forty percent of its 
wall area in glass is the ultra of modern library 
planning and is unusual even for Texas. Another 
feature, unique for a library, is a screened porch 
area of 2,200 square feet having an interior bor- 
der of plantings along the inside screen wall. 
Plans are being drawn for utilizing one of the 
porch areas as a room for the Texas and South- 
western history collection. This $5,500 project 
will be completed by July, 1960. 

Area of the interior of the buliding is 51,000 
feet. The book collection is above 37,000 volumes. 

How this town, incorporated in 1910, has 
grown in the short space of fifty years, is an in- 
teresting story of cooperation as exemplified in 
the building of the memorial library. A building 
fund for a new library was started first as a 
Rotary Club project, as a war memorial, and 
later was enhanced by $35,000 from the city and 
was completed by individual donations of $5,000 
each given by H. E. Butt, Hill Cocke and J. 
Lewis Boggus and a $20,000 donation by Lon C. 
Hill, Jr. and and family. The building was named 
for the father of Mr. Hill, founder of Harlingen. 
Individuals who gave much assistance in the 
project were the late R. C. Pryor, Dr. Ernest H. 
Poteet and M. H. Connelly, former members of 
the Board and W. B. Briscoe, former City Man- 
ager. The Harlingen Junior Service League pur- 
chased the furniture and shelving for the chil- 
dren’s room and provides the weekly story hour 
and workers for the Summer Reading Club, 

The Library was started by the Harlingen 
Study Club in 1921, upon motion of Mrs. F. L. 
Crown and was a club project until 1925, when 
the club presented the library to the City. 

Mrs. C. A. Macy, first salaried librarian, was 
followed by Mrs. Margaret Rork. Mrs. Gerald 
McKenna, a board member since 1928, became 
librarian in 1939. 

From 1943 to February 1946, while Mrs. Mc- 
Kenna was on leave of absence as Librarian at 
the Air Base, the duties were assumed first by 
Mrs. William Clark and later by Mrs. Lucile F. 
Cocke. 

In 1927, the library occupied a room in the 
newly completed Woman’s Building. In 1941, it 
was moved into the new East Annex of that 
building. The final move was made in 1951. 

Present appointive members of the Harlingen 
Public Library Board are Miss Paul Hill, Mes- 
dames Polk Hornaday, Gordon Nix, and Jack 
Skaggs, Gene McCullough, Troy McDaniel and 
Sam Sacales, who is the 1960 chairman. 
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SCOGINS FOOD STORE AN OLDTIMER — A RESIDENT OF 


1222 South First HARLINGEN SINCE 1920 


Your Friendly 
Neighborhood Store 


B STUART | 


Frank Joseph INSURANCE 
Hair Fashions 7 310 E. VAN BUREN GA 3-4593 
“PLL CURL UP AND DYE FOR YOU”’ HARLINGEN, TEXAS 
1206 W. Harrison — GA 3-5984 


Your FORD DEALER Since 1933 


BOGGUS 


MOTOR COMPANY 
HARLINGEN 


1000 W. HARRISON GA 3-2580 | 


and South Texas Largest FIRESTONE DEALER 


Lewis Boggus Motors Boggus Motor Sales 
CORPUS CHRISTI McALLEN 


101 SHORELINE DR. — TU 2-9462 1621 HIGHWAY — MU 6-74I11 
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Harlingen a commercial airport center. On several oc- 
casions, they extended invitations to the Civil Aero- 
nautical Authority to consider the city a possible port 
site. 

1940 awakened popular enthusiasm for the defense of 
the United States. Mayor Hugh Ramsey made a defi- 
nite proposal to the War Department. 


City officials along with Senators Tom Connally 
and Morris Sheppard pointed to a number of factors 
Which made Harlingen attractive for military training. 

In addition to the climate, the flat unbroken terrain, 
which proved a stumbling block to the location of va- 
rious Army organizations—Infantry, Cavalry and Anti- 
Aircraft—later was one of the principal assets for 
flying and gunnery training. 

Also considered were the natural qualities of the 
location, the nearness of roads, railroads and the avail- 
ability of great plots for a ground range. 

In order to make Harlingen more acceptable, Mayor 
Ramsey staked out some maneuvery grounds, consisting 
of several thousand acres a few miles east of the city 
and north of the Arroyo. Commitments were also se- 


AEE RARER 


But for the ambitious, patriotic efforts of a few far- 
sighted civic leaders in the Valley, there might never 
have been an Harlingen AFB. 


Spread out over 1,595 acres, progress of the base, 
which now is the primary source of navigators for the 
entire Air Force, has been parallel to that of the city 
of Harlingen, now observing its 50th birthday anni- 
versary. 

It can certainly be credited with playing a major 
role in the rapid growth of the city. 

As carly as 1938, air minded city officials launched 
a program designed to stimulate interest: in making 


cured from the owners of the great King Ranch to make 
available 60,000 adjacent acres. 


It wasn’t until 1941 that the first news about the 
Harlingen site being accepted by the military was made 
known. 

On Feb. 11, The Valley Morning star carried an 
Associated Press news story concerning a hearing at 
Victoria by the Game Fish and Oyster Commission of 
Texas regarding the protest of local commercial fisher- 
men against the bombing of the Bay area here. 

Army officials at the meeting revealed that they 
intended using Padre Island for a gunnery range, op- 
crating from the Harlingen Air ‘Training base that was 
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Serving Harlingen and the Rio Grande Valley 
Since 1948 


RAMIREZ 
Tortilla Factory 


GEORGE RUSSELL, Owner Valley Wide Delivery 
GA 3-3901 710 W. Harrison 


TOSTADAS 


TACOS SHELLS 
Medical Center Pharmacy 


and 


CHALUPAS 


2001 S. Commerce, Harlingen 
Phone GA 3-4600 


426 South “F” Street GA 3-6687 
SEE YOU AT THE CENTENNIAL 


“Since 1945” 
FREE DELIVERY — DRIVE-IN WINDOW 
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(Left to Right) 
_ Ramon Ortiz, Gilberto Villafranca, S. T. (Toby) Hyde, John Stoll, John Brackin, Mike Hodes 
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yet to be constructed. 


In March, Air Corps officials in Washington an- 
nounced approval of the project, and on May 6, Sen. 
Connally telegraphed from the Capitol that the War 
Department had officially announced its choice of Har- 
lingen as a site of an air base under the U. S. Army 
Air Corps “30,000 Year Pilot Training Program”. 


Authority was granted to begin construction as soon 
as possible with an overall appropriation of approxi- 


mately $3,800,000. 


Mayor Ramsey then entered into negotiations with 
Major L. H. Hewitt of the Corps of Engineers, and on 
May 31, 1941, signed a lease between the City of Har- 
lingen and the U. S. Government. The city agreed to 
rent 960 acres of land adjacent to the city for $1 a year 
for 24 years, subject to renewal and bearing an option 
for purchase at $75 per acre. 

The lease was approved by the Adjutant General 


on June 14, 1941. That same month, the Adjutant Gen- 
eral gave approval authorizing the construction of a 


flexible gunnery school here, allocating $3,770,295 for 


the project. 


Average cost of the 960 acres was $75 per acre; one 
acre was secured for $60, the lowest price paid; 20 
acres of mature orange grove were purchased for 
$12,000, the highest price paid. Approximately 15 farm 
houses were moved from the tract, and the city went 
to the extent of draining certain areas where low-lying 
ground collected water after heavy rains. 

The first building at Harlingen AFB, an office for 
the contractors, was erected July 11, 1941, and records 
show that work on the field had already begun by 
Aug. 5 of that year. 


j By mid August, 1700 men: were employed on the 
project, and by September, reached a total of 1900. On 
Sept. 15, the program was reported 30 percent com- 
pleted, with the payroll for the month totalling 
$61,000. 


By the middle of October, the field was “beginning 
to take shape and substance” with the work being 50 
percent completed. Among the first buildings erected 
were the post chapel, a headquarters building, a hos- 
pital and barracks. 


In November, the first steel sections of the 500,000 
gallon water tower swung into place and by late De- 
cember, it was finished. By this time, steel work on 
two hangars and the control tower was well under 
way. 


Probably more than any other military man in 
being instrumental in the air base being located here, 
was the first base commander, Col. John R. Morgan, 
who now retired, resides on Garrett Road, west of Har- 
lingen. 


With other officers, he visited the proposed site and 
considered it a “natural” for an air base after Army 
ground officers had rejected the area. He had a deciding 
hand in selecting the location. 


Col. Morgan arrived here from Central Flying 
Training Command headquarters at Randolph AFB on 
Aug. 1, 1941, and assumed command of Harlingen 
Army Air Field on General Order No. 1. 


That same day, he appointed Major E. M. Day ad- 
jutant of his new command. Pwo weeks later, Capt. 


William Calloway, Medical Corps, was named post 
surgeon. 


First enlisted men to arrive were TSgt. Mike W. 
Ward, SSgt. Jerome W. McCarthy, Sgt. Robert L. 
Stirckland, PFC Ernest S. Hoessly and PFC Vinert G. 
Clark. 

First Headquarters office at the new installation 
was located in a contractor’s shack which was later 
torn down. In this tiny office, eight officers carried on 
the job of creating a new post, gathered around three 
tables and using boxes for chairs. 

Col. Morgan, as commanding officer, had the honor 
of the one chair available, which was borrowed from 
the City of Harlingen. 

First Civil Service employee was Miss Angela Mur- 
ray of Harlingen, who became Col. Morgan’s private 
secretary. 

The first large sized cadre was assigned in August, 
1941, and in October of that year, Col. Morgan made 
one of his most important appointments, naming Major 
W. L. Kennedy as director of training. Major Kennedy, 
who is now Major Gen. Kennedy, had recently re- 
turned from an extensive survey of aerial gunnery 
schools of the Royal Air Force in England. 


On Nov. 28, Col. Morgan landed the first base 
aircraft, a BT-13, on the new southeast runway at 
4:20 p.m. 

The naming of the new base, Col. Morgan recalls, 


created quite an amount of correspondence, stretching 
from May of 1941 to June of 1943. 


Originally the City Commission had voted to de- 


-signate the air base “Hill Field”, in honor of Lon C. 


Hill, founder of Harlingen. However, the following 
month, Gen. G. C. Brant, commander of Central Flying 
Training Command, informed Mayor Ramsey that this 
name would be unsatisfactory because there already 
was an air base at Salt Lake City, Utah, which bore 
that title. 


Gen. Brant suggested that the name, “Harlingen 
Gunnery School”, would be acceptable until a more 
suitable title could be assigned. 


In January of 1942, the City Commission again 
sought to name the base. This time, the title, “Lahm 
Field”, in honor of General Lahm, a former com- 
mander of Central Flying Training Command. 


In March of that year, the Army Air Force Naming 
Board officially designated the air field as the Har- 
lingen Army Gunnery School. This title was changed 
in June to Harlingen Army Air Field. | 


The history of the school can almost be said to have 
started at the same time as the beginning of our active 
participation in World War II. 


By December of 1941, the construction on the field 
was completed and actual training of aerial gunners 
was getting underway. 


The primary mission, that of training gunnery stu- 
dents and the operation of the airdrome, was assigned 
to the base on Aug. 4, 1941. 


It was indicated that the station complement would 
consist of 114 Air Corps officers, 37 arms and services 
officers, 1660 Air Corps enlisted men and 495 arms 
and services enlisted men. The student load was set 
at 600. 


On Jan. 14, 1942, Harlingen AB experienced its 
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SAMSCO 


114N“L" St. 


Serving South West Texas 
Since 1899 


In Harlingen Since 1936 


Congratulations 


Harlingen 


VALLEY CO-OP OIL MILL BLACKBURN 


OPTICAL LABORATORY 


VALCO BRAND 115 SOUTH A 


Hansen & Son Distributing Co. 
Distrib f i d 
Cottonseed Products BaP dhinad en Teo 


\) 
WILSON RD. Brits 


HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


J. R. Dent Humble Station 
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The first brick building was erected by Lon C. Hill, at the 
north-west corner of Van Buren and First Streets. A. E. Anglin 
says that it took a long time to complete the building, as Hill 
would have the bricks made by hand in his kiln on the arroyo, 
hauled by team and put in place and then would have to stop 

_ construction while the Mexican labor could make more bricks by 
hand. 
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The Hijl Sugar Mill, erected at a cost of $125,000. It was 
burned by Mexican bandits on July 17, 1917. The plant began 
original operations in November 1911. 
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Congratulations 
WE ARE PROUD to Harlingen 


and it’s fine people 


to have had a part in development of the Val- 
ley’s citrus industry thereby contributing to 
Harlingen’s prosperity on its Golden Anniver- 


sary. 
Crockett Groves, Inc. HERBS SUPER MARKET 
Crockett Nurseries, Inc. CORONADO VILLAGE 

Tel. GA 3-1747 Harlingen, Texas 


CACAO 


Our Congratulations 


to Harlingen 


On the 50th Anniversary 


Cameron County Wholesale 
Beer Distributors 


Association 


Prior: at ‘ Ur Po a. 7% hy eT: > i A 
ba ’ ™ mn emamnmenaens Saaiie amit Pvarhadiehe ai A 


iA Oy 4 a et : 


| lone |, 
TAXSHAM que ears, , 


ADAINY OGANOROD., 


SESAME LAY tetany teed ns yc hontem ed at 


ancitoluinzeaeD ea ae 


— 


a 


nepnifrolt ae 4 | Pay | 


nonevinn’ AIDE eoelt nO | | i a 


¥ 
i { 
f) : 


w 


> -—— > 


a ey ee A ’ = 
‘ sah A = . a ae - < i Le +r ae 
2 7 a + ee ese 
= by 7a bay oS a = 5 _—— ae ow 4 ~ 
= es2 — . = —- anette , © 7 Pe ae of a > 4 : -_ =" — _ -, a 4 
a 7 _ : -= ; —_) 2 > ae — al oe ~~. “, ete ot 
= ee . i) E - : } ie ee - ae 
os —_—ane a ae F ers 
sho ee i aoe CP Mate, 


a 


—_ 


Eom Le Pa ants > cia) ees eames) tog 3. oo) ae 5 ae Nd 
aa. 
, 


7 
Ss 
KN 


hi 


o.- 
J 

1 
fe a - — ~— aeeieeen 

. 3? 7 ae Pm ie ie 


—_ 


all 
aa," 


a) te dsc Pest 2 ees Femi P 
ae 


“A olesolouW quan02 Hors) 


of. “sxoimdintei Cl x08 | 

ee Wy } a 
pI he ay r igi Ailsa Sore 
sae sear fal i tibed ie 
4 ‘ : i ; ' 


: ML? “eget 54 ; oy i A ays 


Royal Crown * 
COLA . 


“JONES” —- MAYFLOWER 


Moving and Storage Company 
TRUCKS ARE 
AMERICA’S RIGHT HAND! 


; Cae - ; We have grown with Harlingen and the Valley for 
General Tire Service, Ine. 
820 W. JACKSON 


40 years. Still growing, progressing, improving, and 
will strive to provide every needed public require- 


ment for Storage and Moving in 40 years to come. 


Same Location Since 1909 


ATCHISON LUMBER CO. 


214 NORTH COMMERCE 


HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


JONES MOVING 
& STORAGE 


1002 W. JACKSON 


Harlingen 


ADAMS GARDENS 
TO SEEKERS OF HAPPINESS 


Since the beginning of time man has 
desired, above all things, to be happy. He 
has sought, in a multitude of different 
ways, to achieve that state. He has learned 
that certain basic elements are necessary in 
order to reach his goal. 

He must be placed in comfortable, en- 
joyable surroundings. He must have at least 
a measure of prosperity. He must have an 
opportunity to mingle with others of his 
kind who are companionable. 

Adams Gardens offers all of these ele- 
ments and more. A home in Adams 
Gardens is more than _ self-sustaining, it 
pays excellent dividends. The land is rich 
alluvial soil and produces in abundance the 
highest quality of citrus fruits, winter veg- 


etables, cotton, corn and other feed crops. 

At Adams Gardens you have proximity 
to all the advantages of a large city— 
schools, churches, transportation, shopping 
centers, shows and all forms of amusement. 
You are near all-year golf courses, the na- 
tion’s best hunting and fishing, yachting, 
surf bathing, and you have ingress to ro- 
mantic Old Mexico. 


You have comfort in a climate that is 
not excelled, and you have enjoyment in a 
beauty of landscaping that words are un- 
equal to the task of picturing. 

Adams Gardens is a tremendous devel- 


opment of many thousands of acres situated 
in the heart of the Rio Grande Valley. 


We, at Adams Gardens, cordially invite you to drive out. 
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From 


April, 
April, 
April, 1911 
April, 1911 
August, 1911 
August, 1911 
August, 1911 
April, 1912 
April, 1912 
April, 1912 
April, 1912 
May, 1913 

July, 1913 
November, 1916 


1910 
1910 


November, 1916 
November, 1916 
April, 1918 

April, 1918 

- April, 1919 

April, 1919 . 

April, 1921 
April, 1922 
April, 1922 
April, 1923 
April, 1923 
April, 1924 
April, 1924 
April, 1924 
April, 1926 
April, 1926 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 
December, 


1928 
1928 
1930 
1931 
1931 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1934 


Members of 


The City Commission 


Name 


John D. Hill 

H. E. Morrow 

R. S. Chambers 

C. W. Letzerich 

J. M. Denton 

J. E. L. Fender 

Jacob Miller 

Weller 
Pendleton 
ise Gibbs 

R. L, Chaudoin 

Linsay Waters 
J. M. Denton 

S. A. Thompson 
(Commissioner 
& Mayor) 

J. Be smith 

B. C. Roberts 
John Baker 

R. A. Stephenson 
E. W. Anglin 
Sam Botts 

A. A. Kimmell 
H. H. Buchard 
O. N. Joyner 
J. W. Rhone 

R. B. Hamilton 
M. I. Olsen 


J. 
A. H. 
M. V. 
A. 


_ H. J. O’Connell 


A. D. Holmes 
W. M. Hundley 
Dr. J. M. Green 
George Waters 
T. FE. Harwell 
H. F. Looney 
Neil Madeley 
Crab] bODG 

H. C. Ware 

J. A. Seagrove 
J. 3, Burk 
George Waters 
E. A. Davis 


City Of Harlingen 


Since April 5, 1910 


To 


1911 
ISLE 
1912 
1912 
1912 


April, 
April, 
April, 
April, 
April, 
April, 1912 
April, 1912 
April 1918 
May, 1913 
November, 
April, 1919 
November, 
November, 
April, 1921 


1916 


1916 
1916 


April, 1918 
April, 1919 
April, 1921 
April, 1922 
April, 1923 
December, 1928 
April, 1923 
April, 1924 
April, 1924 
April, 1924 
December, 1931 
April, 1924 
April, 1924 
December, 1928 
December, 1931 
December, 1931 
December, 1932 
December, 1930 
December, 1930 
December, 1937 
December, 1933 
January, 1936 
December, 1934 
January, 1936 
December, 1937 
January, 1936 


From 


January, 1936 

January, 1936 

January, 1936 

December, 1937 
December, 1937 
December, 1937 
December, 1938 
December, 1939 
December, 1939 
December, 1940 
December, 1941 
December, 1941 
December, 1941 
December, 1942 
December, 1945 
December, 1946 
December, 1946 
December, 1947 
December, 1947 
December, 1948 
February, 1950 
December, 1951 
December, 1952 
December, 1952 
December, 1953 
December, 1953 
December, 1954 
December, 1954 
December, 1956 
December, 1956 
December, 1957 
December, 1958 
December, 1959 
December, 1959 


January, 1938 
January, 1947 
February, 1949 
January, 1951 
January, 1958 


To Name 

J. A. Seagrove December, 1937 
A. A. Kimmell December, 1938 
A. A. Thompson December, 1940 
A. E. McClendon December, 1939 
Chas. H. Brown December, 1941 
Dr. R. E. Utley December, 1939 
Arthur F. Dabney December, 1946 
Harvey L. Richards -December, 1941 
W. C. Anderson December, 1953 
W. E. Gaines December, 1945 
J. L. Head December, 1942 
B. S. Mothershead December, 1948 
Guy Leggett December, 1942 
W. S. Moothart December, 1946 
W. L. Trammell December, 1947 
P. R. Edie December, 1948 
Hawthorne Phillips February, 1950 
A. B. Chapa December, 1950 
J..B. Hicks December, 1951 
Stuart Jennings December, 1952 
Frank Parker December, 1952 
J. W. Kirksey, Jr. December, 1953 
Wilson Palmer December, 1954 
E. P. McCall December, 1954 
M. Day Young December, 1957 
Sam H. Alexander December, 1959 
E. D. Giffen December, 1956 
L, C. Guenzel December, 1956 
R. T. Moore December, 1958 


Finis Easterling 
J. W. Kirksey, Jr. 
J. J. Rodriguez 
M. T. Hodes 

M. W. Russell 


CITY MANAGERS 


V. J. Eckelkamp 
W. P. Briscoe 

R. J. Brule 

L. M. Crow, Jr. 
Douglas Henslee 


November, 1959 Marshall Bingham 


February, 1949 


December, 


1950 


January, 1958 
August, 1959 


VERL sodinsoet! 
BERK wedaimeoatl 
ORL dimes] 
[ 2 einadodl 
CTIA MeS 

moasacd 
redotmany. 
PD adn! 
aati sed 
adterooa(! 
ROG) “Wwaliieyoc! 
(fodengoot] 
faders 
(fadaresed 


‘ foci] 
Uf eise'nie’4 
WAL rodent] 
[SAL sadmesT 
Seer 1edine wt) 
S@el fredrrevs 
Leer isdrewe! 
$A@l wile d] 
BOOT soderpoe 
ORL swede] 
Gear yaditeust! 
BCOL adit 
BOE andinoowG 
SECi edmne2ot) 


Chet \gyewidet 
Gt philrresooC) 


Ser wvinwnel » 


GGG JavguA 


emai 


mt 


sodtieol 


ia “Ort a ay wont 


oT y 034 


overgae? AL ‘BERT aetsurs t 
fom A.A OHO! aweunel 
_ @oeqinonT A.A BERT MAIL 
“toh ntOoM .3 A TeOh ~xéecagsed 
“ rw Hh eat TEP sedaneod 
Var 2A Gd Veer sore 
Yanda © aattiA BRO! redasct 
abrsoif wt yevisll @8@f edimoosd 
foembaA > |W ees -veningned 
2onis 4 Ve eer toetraseC 
heel of Leet me 
hyedaretiot 4 & shee nadernet 
Hogpot wD ThE sadehened 
fasttionM .4a..W SRGL \dadenaooc! 
lorie tT ad WV apg odie) 
obese IF SE abet 19d tttae 
eqillidS saoriwstl B02! svedmensct 
aged? .4 .A Teer adineoect 
eit 2 .. Thel edmssect 
vgninnel TMeute Sel odrryec 
Wohiel Aneyd Ol \iairide’t 
A eeu .W 0 Teer Asdntesed 
yorni"T moeliW Shel odnagsst 
i SoM 2 SF SAF sodspoed 
gnueY ved .M Geet vwelgesoact 
ysbriexolA H prs? 
 geTliD a 
fosnauD 2 tf 
9100, .T Si BhGL 
weiPraiess elnit 
AL woe WoL 
wugithen.. .b 


‘iedermnec 
T2O0 oderteow 
ROLL rodketadetT 

mybort .T .M @88L sadergooct 
loons WM Ws YodendoaG 


eA2QAMAM YTIO | u 


qaredltorad AV 
goal Py 
ih ’ ohare & m4 
 golensH ‘salguod pote sean 
Matyi Meee eaer cd te 
11) CPA ua 1% 


, : o ‘ 
vive ope Saye 


ee that a yl 


Siw a 2 » 
ea aia 
‘) diwiah ~* wtb, raha 
4 
‘ vi hy ‘ A ‘ ‘ ‘ 
EE Are TE LPR nye te 
Hee dima” 1 WE 0 nto 
er . Werte 2 
f Miqa eedowed) 28 
Stel Wigan * )  doeioma® we | 
Stet Jingé. Hone MT 
Stec Megas! jobava 1 4 
Sher finga WHHM dosot, .t 
T fia ROMO Et a 
rer yu  netibeet VM 
aiel ‘edaavol > : A 
OMRE Maga. | Se a 
MOE sedinevawt erie W ywarsit 
Ger wsderevewl aod Mt. 
{SOk Sing noageiowtl A 2 ater 
| ih ee eS ne 
Stet finga dime & 0 ares. 
erer iA etisdoH .D & orer y 
WEL dina ‘kel crdtot, 
Seer fitgA . moenerigot® Als) 
pe Jinqa ; T 


Pe ibe 


"a 


14 


iw iH) 4 + 
thea 


7 . 5 ES 
1 I88E 19 
AA Ga 
St wei i 
( Ki ve 


WELCOME, COUSIN: 
To Our Big 


ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 


NOW... Bein’s You're Here, COME BY AND SEE US! 


ARLINGEN 
ARDWARE 


THE STORE THAT HAS 
POWER MOWER PRICES 
THAT JUST WON’T QUIT! 


“Valspar” RIO VALLEY PAINT CO. 
Ral Siege ba pe Sate ee 


Manufacturers - Jobbers - Distributors 
of Paints and Allied Materials 


LOUIS E. SELIGMAN Phone GA 3-7120 
President 312 E. Harrison 
Res. Phone GA 3-0525 HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


“lauod AMOOLIV 

pidl enh ar’ °4 
YHAeHIVIVAA 
MOI AAEGL TO 


12U 332 GHA YE IMGQ sia or'uoY 2'nied ... WOH 


AA ORIIAA 
AAAWORAA 


cy 
(wii 
2AH TAHT Wore INT they ad 
TIPIAA AIW OM wawo4 ie} 
Eup THe T2ut. TANT td 
ee, ee eee een ed — eT Tn en, Mee he. COtmaay re Ce i eee ain ppm meat ee 7 


OD THIAT YS_LIAV. Ol O1n “paaloV" 
SN SZE. FOEREY OREO ONE STS oEIEREFE ARR Eo sdeleemail 


eR er a Ne rR Oe RR ER SET RC NE A Oe RN eR AN a= a A 


erotudinteiG - eyddol. - retaiiigaas 
oleinetsh boillA bres ribiger te 


OSITEAD anol ' 
nossa .3 She ‘ ; 
@AK3T W3RMIARAH | 


The 
Chamber 


Commerce 


Harlingen had a Chamber of Commerce as early 
as 1910. This was evidenced by a charge account at the 
South Texas Lumber Company of March 1910, of $290 
for building materials. H. D. Seago, first secretary, who 
performed his duties without pay, recalls that the Har- 
lingen Commercial Club and the Chamber of Commerce 
were one and the same thing but that it was under the 
latter name that the building was erected in the trian- 
gle between Commerce and B streets. The building. was 
used later as a city hall. 


The following summary of the history of the or- 
ganization was prepared by Jeff Bell, Secretary-Man- 
ager. 


The present Harlingen Chamber of Commerce was 
organized in 1919 with A. A. Kimmell as President and 
J. B. Challes, Secretary-Manager. The organization was 
incorporated in 1921 with A. L. Brooks as Chairman 
and J. B. Challes, Secretary-Manager. 


The early records of the Chamber of Commerce 
from 1922 to 1935 for the most part are unavailable. 
During that time, however, the following managers 
served the Chamber of Commerce: Mrs. Mella Hoover, 
George A. Toolan, Myron F. Ward. The exact years 
of their services is missing. John F, Floore was Man- 
ager from 1930 through 1932. A. L. Brooks took over 
the management in 1933 and served through 1936, at 
which time A. L. Benoist was the President. 


Harlingen was reported to have had a population 
of 150 in 1910 and 151 “‘six-shooters’’. The official United 
' States Census of Population in 1920 was 1,748; 1930 - 
12,124; 1940 - 13,306; and 1950 - 23,202. 


While the Chamber of Commerce cannot take cred- 
it for all of the development in Harlingen during its 
existence, they have played a prominent part in all of 
the major developments in the City. 


The Chamber of Commerce, since its organization, 
has been continuous in its effort to promote a bigger 
and better city through trade promotion, soliciting in- 
dustry, tourist promotion, beautification, more and bet- 
ter transportation, advertising by issuing periodically 
illustrated brochures of Harlingen’s industrial and econ- 


omical advantages and mailed to hundreds of thousands 
of prospects in the United States, roads and highways, 
and endeavoring at all times to work for legislation for 
the best interests of the citizens of Harlingen and op- 
posing legislation inimical to their best interests. 


The Chamber of Commerce was prominent in the 
promotion of the location of the Air Base in Harlingen, 
and every other major development in the City. 


More recently, in the past 5 years, it has been the 
prime factor in developing the tourist industry from 
one million dollars a year income to an estimated 5 
million dollars per year at the present time. 


The following is a record of the presidents and 
managers from 1936 to the present time: 


Presidents Manager-Secretary 
A. L. Benoist, 1936 A. L, Brooks 1936 
W. P. Briscoe, 1937-38 C. C. Williams 1937 
RL. Hill-& Sidney Kring 1937-41 
Charles Washmon 1939 
L. R. Baker 1940-41 
E. M. Crockett 1941-42 -W. W. Heffner 1941 
F. Earl Davis 1942-43 
J. L. Penry 1943-44 
J. L. Boggus 1944-45 
E. C. Bennet 1945-46 
Sid Berly 1946-47 
A. M. Jones 1947-48 Harry Ratliff 1942-43 
L, A. Westlake 1948-49 Joe L. Mock 1944-50 
R. J. Kroeger 1949-50 O. L. Johnston 1950-53 
Roy L. Self 1950-51 
Parker Knapp 1951-52. J. E. Bell 1953 
Karl Gibbon 1952-53 


Stanley B. Crockett 1953-55 


Harry Day 1955-56 
Joe Garrett, 1956-57 
Gen. Robert W. 

Harper 1957-58 
D. B. Dunkin 1958-59 


Darrell B. Hester 1959-60 


According to records compiled by Bill Mayes of 
the Valley Morning Star, the date of the first bale of 
cotton grown in the United States since 1896 is on re- 
cord at the Harlingen Chamber of Commerce. 


The carliest bale grown since 1896 was May 21, 
1921. This first bale was grown by Ernest Matz of 
San Benito, Texas. The latest. arrival of the first bale 
was in 1903 when it arrived on August 7th. 


For many years prior to 1953, the first bale was 
auctioned by the Houston Cotton Exchange. In the 
Spring of 1953 at a meeting at Little Creek Motel when 
the following were present: Karl Gibbon, President of 
the Chamber of Commerce; Vernon Murphy, Chair- 
man of the Cotton Committee; John McKelvy; J. Scott 
Norman; and J. E. Bell, Manager of the Chamber ol 
Commerce. A program was outlined for Harlingen to 
purchase the first bale of cotton by offering a $2,500 
bonus plus the entire proceeds of the auction of the 
first bale to go to the grower. Sanction was received 
from the Houston Cotton exchange for Harlingen to 
auction the first bale without their competition. From 
1953 through 1959 Harlingen has continued to auction 
the first bale of cotton grown in the United States. 
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SERVING THE VALLEY 


PROVIDES 
CALCIUM! 


BETTER 


FURNITURE 


SAYS! 


Congratulations Harlingen on 

_ your Golden Anniversary. 

GO BY BUS - - - LEAVE THE 
DRIVING TO US. 


Valley Transit Company, Inc. 
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Those 
Days - - - 


APPOINTMENTS AT THE SECOND CITY 
COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 10, 1910: 


E. W. Anglin, city marshal at the salary of 
$50 per month. As such, he became the first of- 
ficer of the law in Harlingen other than Texas 
Rangers and the Mounted Custom Patrol. 

Mr. Anglin, who lives at 301 East Madison, is 
serving his eleventh year as Justice of the Peace. 
O. B. Lockhart was the second marshal, and Osco 
Morris, the third, who was to be paid from fees. 

* * *€ 


Dr. A. M. Letzerich was named the first City 
Health officer (Resigned in July). Dr. S. M. 
Briscoe was named June 5, 1911 to serve with- 
out salary. 

* * * 


First Equalization Board: A. H. Weller, 
Gordon Hill, C. F. Perry, C. W. Hoot, and R. S. 
Chambers. 

* OK * 


In April, 1911, the City Commission ordered 
a.census be taken as members were dissatisfied 
with the 1910 United States Government Census. 
I, B. McFarland and Gordon Hill were named to 
take the census. 

** O* 


First Policemen: C. Block and Morris Chau- 
doin were appointed, April 22, 1914. 
Fae ‘31, 


First record of delegates to the Intracoastal 
Canal Meeting, October 15, 1915, in Houston, 
were Mr. and Mrs. Lindsey Waters and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. H. Weller. 


* *e * 


The Garbage Department was started by the 
city October 7, 1917, when it was decided to “hire 


a man with a wagon to take up the trash.” 
* * * 


J. E. Thomas the first city attorney was ap- 
pointed Apri] 12, 1912. 


The first Post Office north of Brownsville was 
at Passo Real on the Arroyo Colorado, where a 
trading post had been established: James Dish- 
man of Combes, first Anglo-resident in the Har- 
lingen area, obtained his mail and groceries at 
Passo Real, from 1893 to 1904. 


* * * 


One of the first well-known women of the 
United States to visit the Valley Mid-Winter Fair 
at Harlingen was Sally Rand, famed fan-dancer, 
who was here in the mid-thirties. 

Owner herself of a citrus ranch in Glendora, 
California, she could and did talk citrus-raising 
to growers and also to the Rotary Club. 


* * * 


The first queen of the Valley Mid-Winter Fair 
was Miss Hesta Stuart (Mrs. Woods Christian) 
of Mission, formerly of Harlingen. 

* ok x 


The late Mrs. S. R. Jennings was the first 
pianist for all of the first men’s service clubs or- 
ganized here. She also organized the Music Lovers’ 
Club, assisted in the cultural affairs of early 
Harlingen, and was not only the first but the 
perennial chairman of the committee for select- 
ing the queen and staging the elaborate corona- 
tion ceremonies of the Valley Mid-Winter Fair. 


* * * 


The largest amount of cash to date alloted for 
premiums in the Fair was $3,000 in 1928, the 
eighth annual event. Eleven silver loving cups 
were also given. 

* * * 


The first car.of mixed citrus fruit shipped 
from Harlingen was sent by Earl Wetmore and 
Levi Snavely. 

* * * 


Guillermo Lozano, son of Santos Lozano, open- 
ed the first meat-market west of the railroad. 

Francisco Alvarez and Francisco Valdez open- 
ed grocery stores on the west side. 


* * * 


W. A. Kilgore had the first real estate office. 
It occupied a one-room frame building with a 
porch. 
Ph wt 


“Sun Valley,” as a desirable name, was first 
used in Harlingen in the early twenties, when the 
Valley Sundries Company built a modern ware- 
house capable of holding seven full carloads of 
merchandise. Wording on the sign was: ‘The Sun 
Valley Warehouse: Forwarding and Distribut- 
ing.” 

* * O* 
O. P. Seale, as proprietor of the Seale Furni- 


ture Company, established the city’s first furni- 
ture store. 
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Jim Walters Corporation 


Harlingen 


Montgomery Ward & Company 


Harlingen 


C&H 


DISTRIBUTORS 
R. J. ‘‘DUCK’' KROEGER 


Serving The Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Since 1938 
P. O. Box 1829 — Harlingen, Texas 


COMPLIMENTS 


ABASH 


Insect Control Service 
Valley Wide 


Holt Equipment Company 


Weslaco, Texas 


Glenn Hoel Texaco Station 


Harlingen 


FREENY WELDING SERVICE 


Harlingen, Texas 


In Business 56 Years 


In Harlingen 16 Years 


Niagara Chemical Division 


FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 


421 N. West Street 


B. MARTINEZ 


Wholesale Grocery 
We started in business in 1933 


Twenty-six Years of Service to the Public 
HAPPY TO BE IN BUSINESS IN HARLINGEN 


1117-19 W. Jackson St. 
HARLINGEN 


— PRICE’S 
Red & White Food Store 


3 Doors West of Sears 


For More Than 21 Years 
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Fred Chambers was named the first fire mar- 
shal November 9, 1912, at a salary of $12.00 per 
year. In 1916, P. S. Waterwall was appointed as- 
sistant fire marshal. 


* * * 


The Kiwanis Club of Harlingen has the dis- 
tinction of being the first Kiwanis Club organi- 
zed in the Valley. 


* * * 


The Rotarians have the distinction of being 
the first men’s service club in Harlingen. The 
date: 1922. 


Remember 


When--- 


Miss Salina Baker (Mrs. Al M. Jones) rep- 
resented the Rotary Club and won first place in 
the first(?) Valley-wide Bathing Beauty Contest. 
The celebration marked the twenty-first anni- 
versary of the first through train in the Valley 
(1904). 


kK * 


The late Hugo Letzerich was the mail clerk 
on the first train through Harlingen in 1904. A 
few years Jater, as owner of the Harlingen Phar- 
macy, he was appointed postmaster at the time 
the Post Office was located in his building. Across 
the street at Commerce and Jackson was located 
the Ewing and Phillips Hardware Store, the 
pioneer hardware concern of Harlingen. 

ee ar 


Earl Wetmore was said to. have planted the 
first citrus tree near Harlingen in 1909. 


* * * 


Before the Stock law was put into effect, the 
city lake was called “Laguna Las Vacas” because 
the cows of the village often got stuck in the 
mud. It cost about $10 to get them out. 


xk Ox 


The first drugstore was ‘‘Whatley’s” at the 
present location of Edelstein. Franklin’s Variety 
Store adjoined it on the west. 


* * * 


Harlingen went on full twenty-four electric 
service September 17, 1921. In early days elec- 
tricity came on at dusk and went off at mid- 
night. In order to use an electric iron, one had 
to iron at night. 


The first Union Church Services were held in 
the Hill Building prior to its completion. Planks 
borrowed from the nearby lumber yard across 
nail kegs became improvised benches. 

In the summer of 1909 a brush arbor con- 
structed near the Mooreland Hotel was the loca- 
tion of the Union Services. In the fall a frame 
tabernacle was built five blocks east on Van 
Buren. In 1918 it was remodeled and used as the 
Baptist Parsonage for several years. 

* * * 


The first church building erected was that of 
the Seventh Day Adventist Mission Board of 
Forth Worth for an Adventist Colony locating in 
this new territory. This small frame structure 
at Fourth and Van Buren can easily be identified 
in all early pictures of the town. The Adventist 
Colony did not become permanent, so the build- 
ing became a community center for Union Serv- 
ices and even for public school classes. It was 
later sold to the First Christian Church and still 
later to the Grace Lutheran Church, who in turn 
sold the site to the Rio Grande Valley Gas Com- 
pany. 

The first brick church, completed March 1911, 
was that of the Methodist Church at its present 
location. This small structure faced on Fourth 
Street and was replaced in 1927. The first Cath- 
olic Church was located on Lots 5 and 6 of Block 
89, title for the lots passed on May 38, 1910. 

x * * : 


FIRST STREET NAMES: Harlingen’s north 
and south streets were first named for friends 
and acquaintances of Mr. Hill. East and west 
streets were named for presidents as now (in the 
old part of town). It was E. C. Bennett, manager 
of the city’s utilities in 1921-1929, who authored 
a plan for naming the cross streets in sequence; 
First and Jackson streets becoming the dividing 
line for number streets to the east and letter 
streets to the west. This change with the correct 
numbering of houses was accomplished in 1926. 

* * * ; 


In March, 1922, E. C. Bennett, in charge of 
all city equipment, unloaded Harlingen’s first fire 
engine, an American-La France, 350 g.m. It’s 
solid tires were later changed to pneumatic. Bert 
Gamble was the fire chief. 

* Kk 


Mrs. Cirilo Rodriguez, who, as Miss Jesusa 
Garcia, taught the first Latin-American Public 
School in Harlingen, recalls those years 1907-09, 
as follows: 

“My father, Pancho Garcia, bought lots from 
Mr. Hill in the 300 block of West Harrison and 
built our home there. A small house was fitted 
up for a school room. I had twelve to fifteen 
pupils. 

My late husband conducted Harlingen’s first 
water works system from our residence, 802 
W. Filmore. He pumped water from the canal 
into large tin tanks and then delivered the water 
by barrel to his customers.” 

* * * 

Water from the Rio Grande came through Mr. 
Hill’s canals and into the city lake on March 24, 
1911. The present lake was originally a low place 
called ‘a chareo” by the Spanish-speaking people. 
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Superior Glass Company 
Harlingen 


Stacey Mitchell Cleaners 


Dixie Cream Donut 


Harlingen 
Phone GA 3-2402 — 917 E. Harrison 


HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


Valley Transmission 


Our Specialty — Cashmere Coats and Sweaters 


Sales and Service | 25 Years a Member of 


National Institute of Dry Cleaning 


Complete Automatic Transmission Service 


REPAIR — REBUILD — EXCHANGE 


125 N. Commerce 
GA_ 33-3726 


314 W. Highway 


HARLINGEN | | PHARR 
ST 7-4811 


patie teense} 


Serving Our Friends and Customers 


In Sickness and Health Since 1931 


DAY’S Drugs 


Corner Jackson & 2nd Sts. Harlingen 
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Celebrations 
And 


Ceremonies 


The decade opened with a city-wide celebra- 
tion of Pioneer’s Day in November, 1950, and 
closed with another, the Golden Anniversary 


- Jubilee. Occasion of the first event was the ded- 


ication and re-naming of Fair Park, site of the 
former Hill plantation headquarters, as Lon C. 
Hill Park. Highlights of the event, held during 
the annual Valley Mid-Winter Fair, were the vis- 
its of the U.S. Senator Tom Connally, who made 
the dedicatory address and Anthoney E. Han- 
nema, Burgcmaster of Harlingen, Holland. 


The Burgomaster of the Dutch City, from 
which Harlingen, Texas, derives its name, was 
flown here as the guest of the community with 
brief stops in Houston and New York. During 
his fcur day visit Burgomaster Hannema, who 


| since has retired as a public official, made many 


friends. 


The Burgomaster was quoted in the. Nov. 19, 
issue of the Valley Morning Star as follows: 

“Once again the burgomaster from Harlin- 
gen, Holland, captured the hearts of his hosts, 
the people of Harlingen, Texas, when he said, 


| ‘Four days ago I arrived in Texas in a black pin- 


MAYORS, CITY OF HARLINGEN 
Since 1910 
1910-1911 


1911-1912 
1912-1914 


I. B. McFarland 
A. W. Cunningham 
Li S:Ross 


Miller V. Pendleton 1914-1918 
S. A. Thompson 1918-1922 
Joe R. Roberts 1922-1926 
S. Finley Ewing 1926-1928 
Sam Botts 1928-1936 
Hugh Ramsey 1936-1946 
R. J. Kroeger 1946-1948 
Hugh Ramsey 1948-1950 
Gene F. McCullough 1950-1952 
Charles A. Washmon 1952-1956 


Frank G. Parker 1956-1958 


C. Worth Wood 195% 


stripe suit as the burgomaster of Harlingen, 
Holland. Today, I am in flannels, with Texas 
boots and a Texas hat. You’ve made a Texan 
out of me.’” 


He was presented with the boots and ten- 
gallon hat and made an honorary citizen of Texas 
by Mayor Hugh Ramsey. The burgomaster sat 
down, put on his new boots and donned his hat 
for his final address to the people of the Valley. 


“These boots, this hat, and my country’s na- 
tional anthem (played by the Cardinal Band), I 
feel, are a great honor to my country and to me,” 
the Burgomaster said. 


Ike B. McFarland, the first mayor of the 
village of Harlingen, and J. L. Allhands of Dallas, 
one of the construction engineers with the rail- 
road in 1904, were among the honored guests of 
the celebration. Mr. McFarland, now of Houston, 
accompanied Mr. Hannema to Houston where the 
latter was a guest of McFarland. 


Mr. Allhands presented the Burgomaster with 
a copy of his book, “Gringo Builders,” privately 
printed in 1931, which describes the building of 
the railroad from Corpus Christi to Brownsville. 


So, it is that Lon Hill’s town, planned for an 
Arroyo site at the junction of the railroads, be- 
came in 1910, a village of a few hundred people 
surrounded by mesquite cactus, and coyotes; and 
in 1960, became a city of 38,000 people living in 
beautiful homes on approximately 100 miles of 
paved streets and roadways surrounded by ex- 
pressways, airports, and the Intracoastal route 
and port. Thus, Harlingen’s fifty-year stride from 
brush. to boulevards has made it the capital city 
of the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande. 


HARLINGEN, TEXAS, POST OFFICE, 
... Established June 24, 1904 


Postmasters Date Appointed 
June 24, 1904 
May 12, 1908 
Jan. 10, 1910 
June 18, 1917 

May 8, 1918 
May 20, 1922 


August 26, 1935 


James Lockhart 

Phillip S. Waterwall 

Hugo J. Letzerick 

Helen P. Harrington (Acting) 
Hoyte H. Burchard 

James F. Rodgers 


Claude H. Hamilton 


Office advanced to 3rd class Jan. 1, 1911 
Office advanced to 2nd class Jul. 1, 1923 
Office Advances to Ist class Jul. 1, 1927 


Receipts ........ year 1909 ":....... $451,629.11 
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We have been a part 
of Harlingen for 


many Years 


Harlingen Ice Co. 


423 W. JACKSON 


PARTNERS IN PROGRESS 
PONTIAC - EASTERLING 


IN HARLINGEN SINCE 1943 


REMEMBER THE DON’T FORGET TEST DRIVE THE 


1960 


Your Authorized Pontiac 


and Imported Car Headquarters 
101 E. HARRISON ail HARLINGEN 
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About 


The 
Sports--- 


In 1925, a group of Mid-Valley citizens char- 
tered the Arroyo Country Club and began build- 
ing operations at the site of the present Harlin- 
gen Country Club. This site on a bend in the 
Arroyo Colorado abounded in native trees and 
was considered the most scenic in the area. 


The present Harlingen Country Club, organi- 
zed in 1950, owns a $125,000 property that adjoins 
the Municipal Golf Course. Represented in the 
membership of more than 350 are residents of 
all the surrounding cities. 


The Harlingen Municipal Golf Course was 
built in 1929 and early 1930. John Bredemus, fa- 
mous golf architect, designed the course. Total 
cost, including the land, was $247,000. The formal 
opening was held in the late spring of 1930 with 
a 36-hole tournament won by Dudley Bell, a Hous- 
ton golf professional. 


Harlingen had a 54 hole $38,500.00 Winter 
Tournament in 1931 that was won by Craig Wood 
with Horton Smith runner-up. In the summer of 
that year, the Harlingen Golf Course was host to 
the Texas P.G.A. Championship was won by Dick 
Metz. 


The first Lower Rio Grande Valley Men’s 
Amateur Tournament was held in 1932 and was 
won by Hill Cocke. 


The first Lower Rio Grande Valley Ladie’s 
Tournament was held in 1935 and was won by 
Mrs. A. E. McClendon. 


Harlingen was host to four $10,000 tourna- 
ments from 1948 through 1951. 


The LIFE BEGINS AT 40 tournament, held 
annually since 1953, has been a highly successful 
event through the years. This, no doubt, is one 
of the reasons the golf course is self-sustaining 
in operations. 


“Life Begins At 40...” 


Harlingen celebrates it’s 50th birthday in April 
and the nationally famous “LIFE BEGINS AT 40” 
Golf Tournament celebrates it’s 8th birthday in April. 

Lew Bray, valley theatre owner and citrus grower 
conceived the idea of the ‘oldster? tournament in Jan- 


uary of 1953 and the first tournament was held in April 
of 1953 with an entry list of only 79 players. 


From this modest beginning the tournament has 
had the most rapid growth of any amateur tournament 
in the United States. 


Because of the number of players wanting to 
participate, the tourney has some 250 would-be “40 
‘ers’ on the waiting list. The field is limited to 256 
players and these by invitation only. The recent tour- 
nament attracted golfers from 23 states and the Repub- 


lic of Mexico. 


L. R. (Bob) Baker, Harlingen insurance man, has 


- headed the tournament for the past seven years and 


has played a great part in making the tournament the 
success that it is today. Baker was succeeded in the 
presidency by Lew Bray, who heads a five member 
executive committee consisting of Al Jones, Karl Gibbon 
and Phil Edie, vice presidents, and Jack Jones who 
continues in office as secretary-treasurer of the organ- 
ization. 


“Life Begins At 40” is represented nationally and 
internationally through a board of local and regional 
directors ... . State directors are located in Henderson, 
San Antonio, Schulenburg, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, San Antonio, Alice, Lockhart, Kerrville and 
out-of-state directors in Chicago, New York City, 
Rome, Georgia, Greenwood, Mississippi, Las Cruces, 
New Mexico and Mexico City, Tampico, Matamoros, 
Torreon and Guadalajara in the Republic of Mexico. 


The 1961 tournament will be held January 29, 
Feb. 4. 


Past champions of the “40” tournament include 
such well-known golfers as: Cy Derby, Monterrey, 
Mexico; Warren Riepen, (3 time winner), St. Joseph, 
Mo.; David (Spec) (2 time winner) Goldman, Dallas; 
Phil Powell, Wichita Falls, and Lonnie Wendland of 
McAllen who won the 1960 affair. 


Irrigation Canal 
For Harlingen 


From Brownsville Herald, Sept. 3, 1907 


“DEVELOPMENTS AT HARLINGEN—The 
pumping plant which is to furnish water for the 
Hill lands has been completed and water will be 
flowing through irrigations canals at Harlingen 
by January 1. More lands have been cleared than 
on any other canal along the river... a boulevard 
is now almost completed from Harlingen to thi 
Military road... small fortunes were made by 
the lucky ones who bought close in at Mercedes 
and San Benito and history will doubtless repeat 
itself at Harlingen. Beginning tomorrow mornin; 
at 9 o’clock, plots of the townsite and maps o! 
the lands may be consulted at the office of J. S 
Dougherty, Brownsville, where the opening sal: 
is being conducted.” 
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E. J. Waitman 


General Contractor GA 3-1827 
International Boundary Commission Warehouse Firestone Store 
Holsum Baking Company W. Edgar Johnston, Addition 
Carter Building San Antonio Machine & Supply Co. 
J. C. Penney Building, Addition City of Harlingen Fire Drill Tower 
Swift & Company, Various Jobs Immaculate Heart of Mary School & Convent 
Temple Beth Israel Rio Grande Valley Gas Company 
4 - Major Company Service Stations Andy’s Motel Market & Southwing Additions 
Madison Hotel Annex Black Cotton Company 
Tamm Building Bando Cotton Company 
First National Bank City of Harlingen Lift Station 
Gay Junior High School Marshall & Marshall Cotton Company 
Harlingen Sewage Disposal Plant General Motors Acceptance Corp. 
Lee Implement Company Texas Employers’ Insurance Association 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company Barada & Page 
Rainbo Baking Company, Additions Harlingen T. B. Hospital Equipment Bidg. 
Scotty’s Hobby Center Luby’s Cafeteria 
Texas Reserve Life Insurance Co. Texas Employment Commission Bldg., Addition 
Paschall’s Gibbon, Klein, Ferrero & Harper 
Methodist Church, Addition Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
Mion Terrazo Tile & Marble Co., Inc. Vernon Murphy Residence 
Nehi Bottling Company Herbert Moss Residence 
Baker Shoe Store Miscellaneous Remodel Jobs 


HARLINGEN MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE 
CONGRATULATES THE CITIZENS OF HARLINGEN 
ON 50 YEARS OF PROGRESS 


Bahnman Company R. T. Moore Jr. : 
Datzman Realty Co. Dave O'Gorman 

Harlingen Realty Co. Powers Real Estate 

Ray Haynes Rose and Blaylock 

Eleanor S. King Hank Stanley Co. 

Koger Realty Co. Sun Valley Realty 


Gerald McKenna J. C. Yancey Co. 


COST AD 
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Harlingen's 
Fine 


Banks 


Harlingen’s first bank, the Harlingen State, 
located in the Lon Hill Building, was organized 
in 1909, with Searcy Chambers as president and 
M. V. Pendleton as cashier and general manager. 
Later, A. H. Weller purchased the bank and 


moved it to the Weller building at “A” and Jackson - 


Streets. Bailey Dunlap of La Feria supervised, 
H. H. Burdhard was manager and Mr. Weller 
was president. 


On April 1, 1918, R. B. Hamilton came from 
Bishop to become manager of the bank, capital 
stock was $15,000, which he raised to $25,000 in 
1919. In 1920 the bank was sold on March 3, 
and did not reopen. 


In the meantime the Planters State Bank 
had been organized by B. F. Johnson. This bank 
took over the assets of the Harlingen State and 
on January 1, 1919, was bought by S. A. Thomp- 
son. In 1923, it, too, closed its doors. 


The Valley State Bank, organized by B. M. 
Holland, a former bank examiner, Tyre H. Brown, 
who became active vice presidents with John T. 
Lomax of San Benito as president. This bank 
took over the assets of the Planters Bank and 
in 1931, it, too, closed it doors. 


The Harlingen National Bank, formerly the 
Harlingen State Bank, opened for business June 
16, 1945 with a total capital structure of 
$125,000. 


Officers were Elmer G. Johnson, President; 
Joe L. Penry, Vice President;D. B. Dunkin, Vice 
President and Cashier; and Richard W. Thom- 
ason, Assistant Cashier. 


On April 16, 1956, the Harlingen State Bank 
was converted from a State to a National Bank. 
On May 28, 1959, it was granted full trust pow- 
ers. 


As of April, 1960, the total capital structure 
is in excess of $900,000 and deposits are ten and 
one-half million. 


The officers are: D. B. Dunkin, President; 
Paul M. Johnson, vice president; J. M. Powers 
and Dial M. Dunkin asst. vice presidents; James 
I. Mayer, cashier; and R. C. Blaylock, J. EB. Tarr, 
and ‘Thomas S. Youngblood, asst. cashiers, 


The First National Bank of Harlingen opened 
its doors for business March 1, 1922 in the west 
half of the Neil Medley Grocery Store at 117 W. 
Jackson. The first President was A. B. Hoffman, 
with H. M. Barton as Cashier and John Nance 
Garner as one of the original stockholders. A 
Statement of Condition, published July 1, 1922, 
shows total deposits to have been $44,468.74. 

In the year of 1937, the bank moved to 124 
W. Jackson and at that time, deposits were over 
a million dollars. March 26, 1951 the bank moved 
to its present location at 202 E. Van Buren and 
in 1959, deposits reached a peak of over thirty 
million dollars. Present officers are: 

Ik. C. Breedlove, Chairman 

Ivan Hurst, Vice Chairman 

E. Clinton Breedlove, President 

J. B. Brady, Executive Vice President 

Jack B. Jones, Vice President 

C. Neal DuBois, Cashier 

A. W. Polzin, Assistant Vice President 
Robert C. Frailing, Assistant Vice President 
Fred A. Booth, Assistant Cashier & Comptroller 
Mary Lee Spilman, Assistant Cashier 

H. Keith Kennedy, Assistant Cashier 

Mrs. W. K. Romine, Assistant Cashier 

G. James Inness, Trust Officer 


* Ok 


Quoted From: 


The Valley Evening Globe, Har- 
lingen, September 2, 1926. 


OLD CITY HALL PLOT WILL BE CONVERTED 
INTO SITE FOR PARK. GORDON HILL 
HONORED IN NAME CHOSEN 


“Plans to remodel the plot on Commerce Street 
now occupied by the abandoned city hall into a 
park dedicated to Gordon Hill were officially 
at ab last night at a meeting of the city Coun- 
cil. . 


‘Gordon Hill Park’ is the name officially given 
the beauty spot, to be situated in the heart of the 
industrial district of Harlingen. At one time 
foreign interests controlling Harlingen townsite 
sought to cut up the city’s three big park spaces 
into business lots. Gordon Hill, mindful of the 
founder’s plans to have Bowie, Diaz, and Travis 
Parks forever maintained as public parks, fought 
to keep them from being cut into business lots. 
He won his fight and in appreciation of his ef- 
forts the city dedicated its fourth park to him. 


“Motion to dedicate the new park to him and 
name it in his honor was made by councilman 
Sam Botts and passed unanimously by the coun- 
cil. 


“The present frame shack, formerly the City 
Hall, will be dismantled and sold by the City 
Street Department. Plans to erect a publie rest 
room on that plot were abandoned because it 
was felt certain that such a room would only be- 
come a nuisance within a short time. Work on 
the Gordon Hill Park beautification will be start- 
ed as soon as possible, the council agreed. 
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Delta Concrete Company 


Harlingen 


Scottys. Hobby Shop 


Harlingen 


Walt Gorges Ready Cut Meats 


314 North “L” 


Casey’s Service Station 


820 West Harrison 


Paul Francis 
Bert Keyes 


W. K. Francis 
Gerry Mallory 


Harlingen Compress Co., Inc. 


Harlingen, Texas 
Tel. GA 3-4605 


Only Press In Valley elle Served Directly By 
Both Mopac and Sopac R. 


Congratulations To The City Of 
Harlingen For The Progress It 
Has Made. We Are Proud To Be 
A Part In This Growth. 


Tropical Savings & Loan 


Association 


Where Your Savings Are Insured Safe By An Agency Of The Federal Government 


WHERE you save DOES make a difference 
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Interviews 
And 


Quofes.-- - 


Mrs. William A. Franklin, who is celebrating 
her family’s fifteenth anniversary as Harlingen 
residents, recalls that she and Mr. Franklin went 
fishing while waiting for their stock and other 
possessions to be removed from the train that 
moved them here. Mr. Franklin operated a con- 
fectionery adjoining E’more’s Barber Shop in 
the main business block. 


* * * 


Judge and Mrs. E. W. Anglin, dean of the 
Old-timer Couples in Harlingen, have many in- 
teresting stories to tell cf their fifty-three years 
residence in Harlingen. Mr. Anglin, an early 
bridge and road contractor, recalls his service on 
the School Roard in 1911-1912 when, he says: 
“We gathered up all the classes scattered about 
town on April 1, 1912, and moved them all into 
the new brick building on Jackson Street. The 
next year was a rainy one and we had to build 
a board walk all the way from downtown to the 
school.” Mrs. Anglin pointed out that for their 
fifty-three years here there has been from one 
to five children or grandchildren in school every 
year. They had six sons and one daughter and 
sixteen grandchildren of the Anglin name. Mr. 
Anglin said that when the train whistle was 
blown for the crossing that coyotes in surround- 
ing brush would set up a yell. Service of Mr. 
Anglin to Harlingen includes first city marshall, 
a city commissioner, deputy sheriff for more 
than twenty years, chief of police for sixteen 
years, and Justice of the Peace for the last eleven 
years. 

James Lockhart of Bee County came with his 
family in December, 1903 to be manager of Mr. 
Hill’s Rincon Rice Farm near Brownsville. His 
daughter, Lulu Lockhart, gave the writer the 
following reminiscences of those early days: 


‘“‘When we moved to Harlingen in March, 1904, 
we had to stay in our wagons until the men could 
cut the heavy brush out of a place big enough to 
set up our tents. The location was about half way 
between Penny’s store and the Valley Motor 
Company. We lived there among the beautiful 
ebony trees and big mesquite for eight or nine 
months. Papa bought land on the Arroyo, near 
the Hill’s Camp where we lived in tents until our 
house was built in September. My brother, Hous- 
ton Lockhart, was born there November, 4905. 
The place was called ‘Salty Lonesome,’ Mother 


said, because the women’s tears made the Arroyo 
salty and it was the lonesomest place in the 
world. We lived there until January, 1908, when 
we moved into our two-story house on what is 
now the parking lot of the Harlingen Canning 
Company. The June, 1909, hurricane demolished 
it. We rebuilt there immediately and the house 
was not removed until 1943. I remember that 
the first night we were here a Mexican lion 
killed a deer nearby and ate the hindquarters. 
Rattlesnakes were so numerous that Mama got 
to be a good shot with a gun. I remember seeing 
Mexicans hooked to the Prison tree when we 
lived nearby.” 
* oe Ox 

Among the treasured possessions of Mrs. Bush 
Williams ,who was Lois Ogan, is a bowl and pitch- 
er from the old Ogan hotel Luilt in 1908 by her 
parents on West Jackson near the railroad. 

In commenting on the telephone being in the 
Hoffman home, Mrs. Williams said: 

“The Hoffmans also made soda water in their 
home—one bottle at a time. I liked to help. The 
Hoffmans had two boys, Leroy and Hilbert, and 
they were the first white children that we saw 
here. They came soon after we did, and my broth- 
er and I were very happy to find them, as we had 
someone to play with—they were about our age.” 

* * * 
Qucted From: Corpus Christi Daily Herald, Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas, April 7, 1910 


SECOND ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


An article written by M. M. Osborn, titled, HAR- 
LINGEN The Jewel of CAMERON COUNTY: 
Cameron County the Garden of the Valley of the 
Lower Rio Grande. 

“Harlingen is one of the little cities of 1000 
inhabitants in Cameron County and is surrounded 
with the very cream of the rich and productive 
lands of the Rio Grande Valley. 

... As developments in agricultural lines are 
going on, so is the town of Harlingen, and will 
in the near future be the metropolis of the Val- 
ley ... it being the junction of the main line of 
the St. L., B. & M. Ry. and its Sam Fordyce 
branch, ... is the logical distributing center for 
all classes of jobbing houses. 

... There is now organized and in good work- 
ing order, a live commercial club which has been 
‘doing things’ for Harlingen during the few 
months it has been in existence.” 


An advertisement in the Houston Chronicle 
reads: 


HOMESEEKER’S RATES 
ON THE FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAY 
OF EACH MONTH 
Effective from Northern States to Brownsville 
And All Points on the 
ST. LOUIS, BROWNSVILLE AND 
MEXICO RAILWAY 
From Chicago and Return .. 
From St. Louis and Return —..--... 
From Kansas City and Return __.. $25.00 
From Memphis and Return -~..-..._. $25.00 
Also Round Trip Tickets From all Texas Points 
to Brownsville on Sale Daily. 
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LAWRENCE ELECTRIC | @ LINCOLN- CONTINENTAL 


@ MERCURY 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 


Serving Harlingen Since 1922 @ COMET d 
@ ENGLISH FORD] * 


THE GREATEST LINE OF 


Qua.iry Cars Ever BUuILt 


R. N. Jones Agency 
VALLEY MOTOR CO. 


YOUR ndependent Oldest Lincoln & Mercury Dealer in South Texas i 
nsurance jg /AGENT M 
, 109 East Van Buren — Harlingen i 
"SERVES! YOU /FIRST” if 

conus i 
¢ 


Insurance 


BE SOCIABLE TEX-STEEL CORPORATION it 
Manufacturers of . 
Have a Steel Doors and Frames . 
and Industrial Metal Work 
1517 W. Barton 
GA 3-0912 


Rio Grande 


Pharmacy 


PEPSI COLA BOTTLING CO, 


Harlingen, Texas 


for 21 years 
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‘Interviews - - - 


CITY NATIONAL BANK, GALVESTON 


April 20, 1914 


Mr. Lon C. Hill 


| Harlingen, Texas 


| Dear Lon: 


This will serve to introduce to you Mr. Rex 
| Beach (who, not doubt, you know as a writer). 
' He is visiting your section of the state to get a 
little local color for some new stories, and I want 
you two to know each other. 


Beach is our kind of people, and if you can 
arrange to extend to him any courteseys, you will 
| place me under renewed obligations to you. 


With cordial good wishes, I beg to remain, 
Very truly yours, 


(signed) J. W. Hoopes 
Vice-President and Cashier 


Needless to say, Rex Beach was an honored 
guest in the Hill home. This home he used as a 
setting for his novel, ‘Heart of the Sunset,” and 
Mr. Hill as one of the main characters of the 
story. 


Among other notables who were guests in the 
Hill home were William Jennings Bryan, Gov. 
Pat Neff, Gen. Robert Lee Bullard and many 
others. 


Donations of lamp-posts by Harlingen citi- 
zens during the days of 1916-17 gave Harlingen 
its first street lights. 


Many of the citizens donated one or more tall, 
thin street poles so that Harlingen’s main street, 
Jackson, could have electric lights. 


The first move to get a woman’s club building 
was made April 23, 1926. Mesdames J. T. Foster, 
C. A. Macy, and N. H. Liddell appeared before 
the city council requestin«: “ . the removal of 
the present (1926) city hall building to Bowie 
Park for use of ladies clubs.” Editor’s note: 
The outcome was the erection in 1928 of the 
present Woman’s Building in Bowie Park. 

* * * 


The organization meeting of Harlingen’s first 
Red Cross chapter was held July 22, 1917, in the 
Methodist Church with seventy-three en- 
rolled members. The officers elected were: Mrs. 
Sally (C. D. Pendleton), president; Miss Paul Hill, 
secretary ; Mrs. H. H. Burchard treasurer, Sewing 
and finance chairmen named were Mrs. Otto 
Weller and Mrs. I, W. Patlerson, 


Among the earliest Texas Rangers stationed 
in Harlingen were Capt. Bill McDonall, Blaze 
Delling, C. T. Ryan, Sam McKenzie, and Billy 
McCauley. 


* * * 


Parochial schools include the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, St. Anthony, St. Paul’s Lutheran, 
and St. Alban’s Episcopal. Courses in business 
are offered by Durham’s Business College. 

* * * 


Mrs. J. J. Wiles said that her son, Clyde, was 
born here May 29, 1909, and that Dr. D. B. McGhee 
was the only doctor here then. He was living in 
a house, later known as the “Dorough House,” 
which he had built for a large barn. It is now an 
apartment house at the corner of Fourth and 
Polk streets. Her sister, Eula Ware, and Mrs. 
George Pletcher were schoo] teachers, in the Ad- 
ventist church building. Her brother, H. C. Ware, 
and Mrs. Ware were early property owners, their 
home being at one time next door to this com- 
munity building. 

x *k * 


Harlingen Masonic Lodge No. 1132, received 
its charter on December 4, 1919. The present. 
Masonic Temple was dedicated in October, 1949, 
the cornerstone having been laid in March, 1949, 
by Dr. C. M. Cash, “the man who first set the 
Icdge to work.” 


Lillian Weems Baldridge says that the first 
grave in Harlingen was that of her younger 
brother, Robert K. Weems, 17. 

He died December 10, 1909 as the result of 
falling into a vat of boiling syrup. 

In 1908, W. Z. Weems put in quite an acreage 
of sugar cane and then put in a syrup mill. His 
older sons Will and Robert worked in the mill. Rob- 
ert had cleaned out a vat, and to keep from walk- 
ing through it with his boots on, attempted to 
walk on the ledge, slipped and fell into a full vat. 
There was no cemetery laid out for the new town 
of Harlingen. E. W. Anglin wired Lon C. Hill 
who was in St. Louis. Mr. Hill wired instructions 
and a hasty survey was made, a wagon trail cut 
through the brush and a place cleared for the 
grave. 

W. H. Wheaton led Rob’s horse, saddled and 
with his boots in the stirrups facing backward, 
to the clearing where he was buried. E. W. Anglin 
had the Mexican gravediggers pile the brush 
high on the new grave to prevent coyotes digging 
in. Mrs. A. H. Weller laid a spring of Arbor 
Vitae on the clod-mounded grave—no flowers 
were blooming in Harlingen at that time. 

Robert did not sleep alone for any great 
length of time. Young Joe Ogan’s grave is the 
second in the Harlingen Cemetery. He is an uncle 
to Mrs. Vernie Payne, post-mistress of Combes, 
her brother Floyd Avery of Columbus, Ga., and 
Mrs. B. I. Martin of Harlingen. 

There is an old Negro superstition that if a 
young person is the first to be buried in a new 
cemetery it will rapidly fill up. It seemed a short 
time until “el Campo Santo” as the Mexicans so 
fittingly called it, was well-filled , 
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CONGRATULATIONS HARLINGEN 


K 


CLARK BIERSCHWALE 
Manager 


209 East Jackson St. 


ON YOUR GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 


“T extend a cordial invitation to all of you in 
this area to call on me at any time you can use 
our Loan Service to your advantage. You will 


be assured of fast, friendly service in strict: 


confidence. 

You have many accomplishments to be proud 
of. Yours has truly been 50 years of progress. 

Just phone, write or visit me. It will be a 
pleasure to serve you.” 

We, at Great Western, are also proud to 
have had the privilege to contribute to your 
progress, through the years, by offering our 
complete financial service to the many fine 
families in this area. 

When you need a Cash Loan of $100 — $250 
— up to $2,500 — to consolidate your bills and 
cut monthly payments in half — for home and 
auto repairs — for clothing and family expenses 
we can arrange it for you with payments to fit 
your budget. 


GREAT WESTERN 


AUTO-FURNITURE-PERSONAL LOANS $100 TO $ 2,500.00 


Supervised by State Department of Banking 


Phone GA 3-4820 


HARLINGEN 


“happy motoring” 


to you! 
HUMBLE 


SIGN OF 


Happy Motoung. 


“HAPPY MOTORING” IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK 
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GEO. GRAY 


CONSIGNEE GRAY’S 


FHL 


MOBIL OIL CO. BUTANE SALES 


NI SHYOLS 


Van Wyk Adjustment Company 


<SI40GS UL S7SyvIIAGS ANOx,, 


NVWSL10G0d 


Insurance Adjusters 


offices: 


OLINI’ NVS — N3TIV SW — NaONITYVH 


Main office — Harlingen, Texas 


Upper Valley office — McAllen 


Congratulations 
HARRELL’S DRUG STORE 


tC] 
Neighbors Coronado Village 
1338 E. Highway 77 

PRESCRIPTIONS 
Our SPECIALTY 
Free Delivery Ou 

Prescriptions 
Phone GA 3-1953 


i. HOLSSIM UNIFIFD WAKERS. 
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DABNEY-HALL ‘ 
Insurance Agency } es corevemes ~Kes Microw. 


McKelvey Building FUNERAL DiREcTOoRS 


1935-1960 Harlingen, Texas 


25 YEARS DEPENDABLE SERVICE 


Lawrence Humble Station 


ARMY’S 623 West Jackson 
Reese Hotel Lebby 


SANDWICHES — FOUNTAIN SERVICE 


Your Favorite Beverage Sun Valley Realty, Inc. 


716 E. Blvd. 77 


“Since 1933 — Good Things to Eat” 


Insurance and Bonds — Since 1918 FOSTER TEBBE 


109 W. Van Buren Phone GA 3-0490 Food Store 


Harlingen, Texas 


CHALLES - HAMILTON - SPILMAN 


6th and East Harrison 
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A Salute 
To 


Service 


cobalt treatment of cancer, a school for Licensed 
Vocational Nurses, a training center for Medical 
Technologists, and the Dr. J. L. Moet lecture 
room and library for educational programs. 


The Hospital serves not only Harlingen but 
all South Texas and Northern Mexico. It serves 
the area better than ever before, bringing to- 
gether medical services that no one dreamed pos- 
sible 35 years ago. A salute goes out to the Val- 
ley Baptist Hospital and its ability to keep abreast 
of social progress and medical developments. 


AERIAL VIEW of the Valley Baptist Hospital, Sams Childrens Center, and the 
Reber Memorial Radiation clinic. Not shown is the more recently constructed 


Nurses Home. 


The Valley Baptist Hospital opened its doors 
on January 22, 1925. Its charter members, S. C. 
Tucker of Brownsville, Frank Robertson and C. 
M. Cash, M.D., of San Benito, J. T. Foster, 8. G. 
Stringer, C. S. Wroten, and N. A. Davidson, 
M.D., of Harlingen, R. E. Utley, M.D., Fred E. 
Bennett of Mercedes, E. C. Couch of Weslaco. 
L. M. Davis, M.D., of Donna, and G, T. Balch 01 
McAllen, conceived the VBH in a spirit of com- 
munity service. 

The still-familiar stucco building on “Ik” 
Street which housed the Hospital for three dec- 
ades was originally designed to care for 35 
patients. Its capacity was twice increased, in 
1943 and 1946, until by 1956 it was equipped to 
admit 100 more. 


During the years 1925-1956, the old building 
served admirably and grew with the area until 
it could grow no more. To keep up with progress 
and expansion, new facilities had to be built. Bap- 
tists and friends from every part of the country 
gave their time, money, and efforts to raise the 
2 4-million dollars necessary for a new building. 
Local generosity went so far that Harlingen and 
San Benito property owners donated the 18 !4 
acre tract where the new Hospital stands. 


The present VBH complex contains, in ad- 
dition to general facilities: Sams Children’s Cen- 
ter, the Reber Memorial Radiation Clinic for 


HARLINGEN RADIO AND TELEVISION 


KGBT Radio, owned by the Harbenito Broad- 
casting Company, opened in 1941 ag KGBS, an 
independent station of 250 watts and a staff of 
eleven people. McHenry Tichenor is president of 
the corporation; J. C. Looney of Edinburg who 
became a stock holder in 1953 is vice president; 
and Troy McDaniel, who joined the organization 
in 1942, is Secretary-Treasurer and General Man- 
ager of the Station. KGBT became an affiliate 
of the Columbia Broadcasting System in Jan- 
uary of 1944. Expansion came in 1953 with the 
purchase of Radio Station KSOX then in Har- 
lingen. KGBT-TV was affiliated with the CBS as 
their primary affiliate and ABC as a secondary 
affiliation. Since 1958 both Radio and Television 
have operated at their new offices and studios 
on West Harrison. The staff now numbers sixty- 
five. 


Back In Those Days: — — — 


The Harlingen Study Club, first literary club, 
was organized in 1921. Mrs. J. C. Myrick was the 
first president. Other first officers were Mes- 
dames H. E. Sumners and S. P. Nicholson, vice 
presidents; Mrs. I. C. Webb, recording secretary ; 
Mrs. Morris Chaudoin, corresponding secretary; 
Mrs. I]. D. Seago, treasurer; and Mrs. A. L. 
Brooks, parliamentarian, 


Heanssit 10d loodsa # .1sate9. to insmisott jados 
janihelf 407 totn09 yointant » How lenolisooV 
ridivol tooM wt Lk 1d oft hee atetyylondooT 


smaetyory lscoitsoubs 10 yiaadil baw coos 


yniyaint ioled we asd) tied niin gilt 
og bomasih ono on tard euoiviee luolbom ‘wijoy 
oft) of tuo x99 olwine A Lown ateoy O& olvis 
fesvids qood of Wilde ett bone ladiqeoH eitquel ysl 

Insmdolavel Llinifent brie ees Rong [giede to 


RY 
Wi 
Pe 


a b 
SO ys Me. 
POV’ Whe an 
a 7 


t ‘ ° 4 t- ~ e 
OL btw Aina ass hey eae 


eheral 


oh ya taney 


MOV RIAT GMA 0104 A Vda 


baork otiaedaH ed? yd benwo olball PAD 
‘@ @AOA ae [bel ai bonsqo .yasqeo gilless 
io Tete a baa etiaw 08S Yo n0i7ée inehysuohni 
to Jasblasiq 2 winsiaiT YsooHoM piqouy naval: 
ow wividuiba to ysnood O 0 jmeltavogtos 043 
inahisorg goiv al Ga@t wi ushfor dsote @ amracod 
toltasinagio sd beriot onw JsingGol yoT has 
MM {avateD bree tonekorT-yiat ange gh ROT si 
slits innsed "PHI .noilata off To wu: 
sh at molteye yuitunohyortl nidmulot) gil) 
Hi dtiw 88@F ai srass, colanagxt JOE te vied 
eH at mod} ZO@M nolisi2 cibatl. io saarlorna 
ctl sai diiw beisiiftts eaw VT-THDA Moun! 
3 a8 OFA bar otsilie yieciap aed 
wisivelsT has oiball diod B8CL goui2 wétiahlitts 
oibuje bra esolito wou siedt Je boieieqge oval 
yixie evodiua won Tiwi odT .tositigl deo no 
7a wi 


SA pnt ren eh Yep i an ap 


"yy 


Tern 


Merte isi 


~~ =e ayRO SeodT nl dood 


nis yisteill bell del vbsi2 weygnitie ofT 

At aew dairy OO 1 iM 1808 nt bosineyio wow 
volt gtow wriovitle seit yO dasbivgig jest 
div movlodsiM .1 4 bes stonm? 4H eo(nsh 
Vigiessee yitibioss: ddoW 2 1 ttf ; shusbiawig 
Cratower, yoaibuogzetios miobusd® siti wh 
1 A 21M ban Siowened jonaok 1 0 olf 


jmhiduscudbieg oalootth 


a 5 } 
m3 el , By 


: 
CAMA DOT « Ve wh ¢) We 


UE, i ce a a 
f Hay 5 Bl 0 eiey : 


wt 


“ “post ; "gt 
Reena! swath ' w 
; ih a a 
DeLee a tae Pe ed 
; es i i Oeie, hy Hf ty hy : ? 
Doak) Miia oe Va i ‘al q 


Mi 1a Ce 
4 taatahs 
hip) Ford pis’ 
wa a 


7 


Wee ’ 
Ties = > 5 
ee en 4h ue 
OT A, ee BET 


Lalivhwe yoblaYy oily Yo WAVY fAWAA 


y 


Te) wuiky si Leta \aivo nil vidaH 

om cal 
#100b 4 harisgo Ladigaell settqal yoliaY sdT | 
0.2 e1sdmomt solieds Hil GSOL So ysacapl ad. 
2 bite gortssdoh vos siltvanword Yo vate 
OR Ar ‘TL odite® au? to 0M lewd 
teoebive A A bog wet .B Fee ever 
oh ber 0M, weitOa “@ Aeysiliell to 
oosleeW. to riouot) 9 Gi vebests to He 
PAM to... Me 


ro doled .7 .7) bere . 
unoo to Thee 8 onl WEY gi bovieonos .wollAs 
Ore Vane 


im elt | 


} 


rt 


ia 


“1” 40 yield 09945 & “uilistey- 
-29b satdt 10d lasiceoH od? heanod dbide joo. 
08 wl etas uf boryinsh Ulsnigixo. eaw Bode | 
fi ,bexeeioni sotwd sew Wiiseqas atl »zinsivag, 
Ot Bogytips amw It 8G? vd (Hoy Or bes SReL 

-stont OOL Jimbe 


paibliud blo edt aaer-agey wifey of paige © 
fii win att iw wary bow yderlesbe bevige, 
weorgorg dtiw gu deed oP 4etont on wor bluoo.dt 
~qotl Jjttud od ot bud eoltiiiont wan olemagxe baa, 
esos 9d} tu dawg <eve mort ebnsivt baa wheid 
bil} oeisy of edolty bas ceonurd emit sigdd ovat : 
wtibligd wer 2 sot vineuadon anal ) Hollie MS 
bits toyniltsH Jedd wit om inew (Sleursasy (evo 
WN BL off betadob riaiwe yiraqorq otided 1B 

ebiade latiquoll wou oft orodw joa o1oe 


“bs ai neriadaog xolqiaon HAV in19% og ofl i 
0a) nwa an eaition) tetany (aera 
Wh sD Goeibrdt tarouelh oy . 


- bi 
| ae ati J 
Ct Pee tap = pr Py Fay 
A = Se 


AIR CONDITIONING 
INSTALLATION 
REPAIR & 
SERVICE 


COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL 
AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 


(Day and Night Service) | CONGRATULATIONS 


601 E. Buchanan 


HARLINGEN GA 3-5446 
—| Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
eee Harlingen 
SEE US FOR 
Carpet — Formica Tops 
All Kinds Of Flooring 
Hot-Point 


LITTLE CREEK FLOORING CO. 
Ph. GA 3-4871 
1010 S. 15th Harlingen, ‘Texas 


1910-SIX SHOOTER JUNCTION 

1911-1st CHEVROLET BUILT 

1934-KNAPP CHEVROLET CO. 

1960- THE PRIDE OF THE COMPACTS-CORVAIR 


Chevrolet in Harlingen 


Is KNAPP 


KNAPP CHEVROLET CO. = 117 TYLER 


CaN Lint — 


‘g 


onitaay Onn a 


2MOITAIUTAAONOD. 
.o) gailtied sloJ-sa09 


ois ‘pe eto a) (ob 


arvana * JAisttevOMn - 
| 
| 
i 
{ 
* ¥ | 
suntlish | 
* "yor re ase 
aged gail — runes 
| yolwott 10 ebnilt KA 
, dato tos A a in - 
| OF QIAOOIF AIBN HATTA — con 
i 


“pyehe Add at | iy 
Te despatizalt Aaa : ¥. mae 2 0108 an ; 
Ye Ape if z y al? wa 


‘ ; ay \ 
eh Lm ie 
: | i ‘ 
i re 


sets tres tn twee gf esate gm ae sa ta Ia chap pip ye hanna a epithet Me men te + ener cane aici Wes Sem ae gms 


morrami STORE Me-oiet ee 
“THUS TAJOAVIHD tel - 10T E | 
09 Bra fae: bd aa eth ogee | 


rR: “pei Co) oi , ad 
| Tita Ahi Naas 138 


dé) er 
ner , 
i aye? - 


om m gy : ih sh ax: 0 i eb bats) Foal ca 
i perenne Cine TC ee i { i 6h tie! ar, ~, a oe Te 
MII TD VE pid cnet Pe ea ae Oe aur Aue ihe 
; Viati@uide (hae let ae eae mn ha xX 
2 vi me 


after every rain. The Womens Development Committee had just taken-over the 
beautification of the lot shown at the right side of the picture. 


THE PIONEERS DAY Celebration in 1933 brought 
forth the same type of beards being seen during the 
Golden Anniversery. Shown in this picture, left to 
right standing, Charlie Perry, John T. Flores, Lon 
C. Hill, Bob Pollock, and Dan Murphy. In front are 
Cecil Carruth, Dad Dix and Tom Bowman. 
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One of the early day VALLEY MID-WINTER PARADES. The probable date is 
about 1931. The Fair openings in those days attracted large crowds due to the beauti- 


ful floats. 
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HARLINGEN McALLEN WESLACO RAYMONDVILLE BROWNSVILLE 


GA 3-6380 MU 6-3779 WO 8-3157 MU 9-3312 LI 2-4337 


AVJALLEY READY-MIX CONCRETE COMPANIES | 


YJALLEY CONCRETE PRESSURE PIPE CO. 
F-JTEEL SALES DIVISION tae 


GENERAL OFFICES 
FAIR PARK BLVD 
P Oo BOX 1751 

HARLINGEN, TEXAS 


IN 194] 


In July of 1941 Hill Cocke began furnishing Harlingen 
Army Air Force base with Ready Mix Concrete using 
two small mixer trucks with a total capacity of less than 
100 cubic yards a day. 


TODAY - 


TODAY — VALLEY READY MIX CONCRETE COM- 
PANY has expanded to the point of requiring 5° perma- 
nent and 2 portable plants, 36 mobile trucks with a 
total capacity of over 2,000 cubic yards a day. 


ROCLA SPUN 


In 1947 the Valley’s growing demand for concrete ir- 
rigaton pipe prompted a new division to be formed, now 


called VALLEY CONCRETE PRESSURE PIPE COM- 
PANY. This company produces a ROCLA SPUN con- 
crete pipe by a patented spinning process. This pipe has 
brought the world’s finest concrete irrigation pipe to the 


Valley. 


STEEL DIVISION 


To climax the tremendous progress of this Valley service 
institution, in 1950 the STEEL SALES DIVISION was © 
created. This division sells all metal building products 
which includes reinforcing steel, structural steel, windows, 
doors, ornamental columns and many other items. 


Covering the Valley from Harlingen, McAllen, Weslaco, Brownsville and Raymondville. 


THE Finest IN QuaLity AND SERVICE 
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There is an ART to 
doing things the 
right way . awe. 
And we have practiced 


that Art for many years. 


CANVAS 


in any form and for 
any purpose 


JOE GARRETT | mam 


Wagon covers 


Growing With Harlingen 


Picking bags 


Loans Insurance eae 
Out door furniture 
GA 3-5090 and 1,000 


other uses 


W. Edgar Johnston 


413 South “A” — Phone GA 3-1885 


Harlingen 


SERVING THE HARLINGEN AREA FOR 32 YEARS 
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SEARS HARLINGEN STORE 
IN 1928 


ROEBUCK AND CO. 


“Satisfaction guaranteed SEARS 


or your money back” 


913 W. Harrison — Phone GA 3-2440 


SEARS TODAY 
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“ROLL ON ROUND TIRES” 
See Us at 
213 N. First — GA 38-0448 


VALLEY WIDE SERVICE 


BOB’S TRIM SERVICE 


(Bob Coe, Owner — GA 3-2149) 


WE SPECIALIZE IN SEAT COVERS 
AND 
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT AUTO CARPETS 


305 W. Harrison — Harlingen, Texas 


MATZ BUILDING 


AIR CONDITIONED OFFICES 
AMPLE FREE PARKING — FIREPROOF 


500 Block E. | ee 


AND 


E. O. Matz Electric Co. 


1922-1960 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
GA 3-8030 — Rear Matz Bldg. 
500 Bleck East Jackson 


Wy Li sab 10s 


Serving 
Harlingen 


Since 


1908 


South Texas 
Lumber & Supply 
Company 


Successors to South Texas Lumber Co. 
PHONE GA 3-9230 
NORTH FIRST 
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Distributors For: 
Delco - Packard, Wagner, Leland, Louis-Allis, 
and Baldor Electric Motors 
Rewinding - Repairing - Rebuilding - Electric Motors 


1 
tl ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE 


| eg TS BEBRICK COMPANY 


| 
P. O. Box 249 


avlimealifDenas | 
: Harlingen, Texas “FACTORY” 


Vernon Murphy Cotton Co. OVEN-BAKED AUTO PAINTERS 


222 W. Adams 221 West Harrison 


GA 3-1860 — Harlingen 


Truckers Equipment, Inc. 


1008 W. Highway 77 GA 3-4856 
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You remember seeing it.at the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show don’t you? Don’t forget long-corrugated roof- 


ing and siding sheets — They’re called “HI-COR!’ 


MONCRIEF-LENOIR MFG. COMPANY 
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y W. T. GRANT COMPANY | 
Map. Mealy, 110 West Jackson 


GEM JEWELERS 


y af . 
Compliments of 101 W. Jackson 


Sort Rite Sales Corp. 


825 N Jefferson St. 
Harlingen, Texas HAYNES CLEANERS 


602 E. Harrison 


L. R. BAKER INSURANCE Martin Linen Supply Co. 
222 East Van Buren 220 South “F” 


MISSION 
PAVING 


Since 1948 


GA 3-5227 JU 5-1615 
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GOLDEN IUBILET 


P1910 ¢")_1960_< 
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CAPITOL CITY OF THE MAGIC - ‘VALLEY’ 


x OD 50 YEARS OF PROGRESS @o a Y 


* 


VALLEY MORNING STAR 
Pele Pda  L9OO 


service... 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT: any form of public announcement intending to aid directly or in- 
directly in the sale of a commodity. (Webster’s International Dic- 
tionary). 


DONATION: a gift. (Same Dictionary). 


POST SCRIPT 


Both have a time and a place. This, for example, is a donation to a civic affair. An ad- 
vertisement, on the other hand, is ‘‘a public announcement (placed in the Valley Morning 
Star by canny merchants) to aid directly or indirectly in the sale of a commodity” 
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Harlingen Office Service 


SUPERIOR SECRETARIAL SERVICES 
TYPING 
LETTER WRITING 
MIMEOGRAPHING; COPYING 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
Bahnman Building — 211 E. Harrison 
GA. 3-8843 


Otis McNabb 


906 W. Harrison — GA 3-2280 


Sheet Metal Work 


Air Conditioning Duct Work 
le METAL BUILDINGS @® TANKS ® VENTILATORS 
|| ® IRRIGATION ® PIPE © GUTTERING ® GIN WORK 


| @ RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT ® WELDING 


— METAL FABRICATION — 


\ We are Equipped to Shear and Break Metal Thru 3/16” 


CARE SHEET METAL 
COMPANY 


302 N. Commerce St. - Harlingen - GA 3-1394 


COMPLIMENTS 
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ow ig 


1621 E. HARRISON 


GA 3-3155 


CK 


ELITE NEON 


Sign Manufacturing 


Neon Plastic & Porcelain 


SALES & SERVICE 


513 E. Hwy. 77, Harlingen GA 3-1606 
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Our 50th 
Birthday 


A happy youngster blows out the candles on 
his birthday cake, and his proud parents beam 
as they recall the day of his birth. 

A husband and wife, surrounded by children, 
grandchildren and friends on the fiftieth anni- 
versary of their wedding, look back through the 
years and count their blessings. 

And in the same spirit of joyful pride, Har- 
lingen takes time out to look back through fifty 
golden years and to salute the little handful of 
pioneers who had the courage and vision to carve 
a city out of the brushy wilderness. 


Those who had a part in the founding of Har- 
lingen have been generous in sharing their her- 
itage with their younger neighbors as they have 
ransacked attics and storerooms for old pictures, 
antiques and clothes. Even our children have been 
caught up in the excitement of the occasion as 
the stories told by their. grandparents have 
kindled a renewed patriotism and loyalty. 


Harlingen’s pride is well justified. The im- 
penetrable jungle, first yielding to machetes and 
later to bulldozers, has become a gigantic garden 
spot, with millions of citrus trees perfuming the 
air and promising more and better grapefruit 
and oranges each winter. Hundreds of acres of 
vegetables and cotton round out an agricultural 
economy that is maintained throughout the year. 


Trains, trucks, buses, airplanes and automo- 
piles converge on Harlingen as the capital city 
of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, and its inland 
deep water port, a part of the Intracoastal Canal 
system, increases its barge shipments each 
month. The winding trails through the cactus 
and mesquite of fifty years ago have been re- 
placed by modern expressways. The isolation of 
our early days has been eliminated. 


Harlingen can be proud of its growth, of its 
industrial development, of its transportation fa- 
cilities, of its well-equipped hospitals, its fine 
schools, its beautiful churches, its library and 
recreational facilities. 

But its real pride is not in these material 
blessings, but in its people. The character of its 
hardy pioneers is matched today by the fine 
qualities of its citizenry. They are the kind of 
people who want Harlingen to be a good place to 
live and to keep it growing and improving. All 
of them will enjoy the week-long celebration that 
will honor Harlingen’s past, and all of them will 
look forward to the next fifty years with the 
same faith and enthusiasm that has kept Har- 
lingen on the upward move throughout {ts his- 
tory. 


..: 00 Years 


From Now 


When Harlingen celebrates its one hundredth 
birthday in the year 2010, one of the events 
which is expected to attract a great deal of at- 
tention will be the digging up of a time capsule. 
That capsule is to be buried, in an appropriate 
ceremony with Governor Price Daniel officiating, 
on Tuesday, April 26, in observance of Harlin- 
gen’s fiftieth birthday. 

Items to be included in the air-tight metal 
capsule will be chosen as those which best depict 
life in Harlingen in 1960. Members of the Tip-o- 
Tex Camera Club are preparing color slides of 
various aspects of the city’s activities to be en- 
closed. Color slides are believed to be less perish- 
able than other types of pictures. 

A copy of this souvenir program, special edi- 
tions of newspapers, and other such souvenirs 
will be included. 


The first Valley Little Theatre movement 
began in 1925 as the idea of Mrs. M. D. McCoy 
of La Feria. In 1927 the “Little Theatre of the 
Last Frontier of the Magic Valley,” was organi- 
zed by Harlingen members and others from most 
of the Valley towns. 

* * * 

The community’s Home Demonstration Clubs 
were organized as follows: Stuart Place Home 
Demonstration Club in 1925; Clio Club, Briggs- 
Coleman in 1926; and the South O’ Harlingen 
Club in 1928. 


WE’VE BEEN SHOOTING SINCE 1937 


BOB AND JOAN TEEGE 
Photographers 


213 S. Third Harlingen 


GA 3-8154 


Valley Laundry and 
Dry Cleaners 
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BEST WISHES FROM THE SHRIMP INDUSTRY 


For the past fifteen years SHRIMP has played a major part in the growth of the City of Har- 
lingen. Today it stands as the largest single industry in our growing community. The Rio Grande 
Valley is often referred to as “The Shrimp Capital of the World.” The Harlingen Firms listed 
below are happy to be a part of our city’s outstanding history. 


Western Shell Fish Company Alberti Seafoods Processing Corp. 
Processors and Packers Processors and Packers 
Texas Frozen Foods Corp. Russell Trading Company 
Freezing and Storage Refrigerated Transportation 


“Serving The Nation’s Dinner Table From Harlingen, Texas” 


LOOKING FORWARD 


To Serving Harlingen 


For The Next 50 Years 
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SEYMOUR HEERMAN 


KGBT Radio 1530 
KGBT-TV Channel 4 
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Harlingen Schools 


The Harlingen Independent School District 
Board of Trustees held its organization meeting 
October 5, 1909 in the*office of the Morrow Broth- 
ers Lumber Company, Membership of the first 
board consisted of John E. Snavely, who was 
elected chairman, and C. F. Perry, H. N. Morrow, 
J. A. Card, R. S. Chambers, W. E. Hollingsworth, 
and W. H. Kilgore. Board members who served 
the District: prior to 1920, who still reside in Har- 
lingen, are E. W. Anglin and R. B. Hamilton. 

The first school site purchased by the new 
district was the Alamo School site. Lon C. Hill 
gave half the site and the District purchased the 
other half, according to Warren W. Ballard, Busi- 
ness Manager of the schools. 


On April 15, 1911, contract was let to A. Gold- 
ammer for erection of the old Sam Houston 
School in the 500 block of East Jackson Street 
at a cost of $22,800. On the same date, contract 
was let to R. H. Tadlock for $5,966 to build the 
two-story section of the Alamo School. The sec- 
ond story was removed in 1949. 


In 1922 the Board authorized the construction 
of a Senior High School building on what is now 
the playground of the Travis school. Cost of the 
building was $45,452.50. This building was de- 
stroyed in the 1933 hurricane. The Travis main 
' building was constructed in 1926 and was used 
as a Junior High school until 1949 when Gay 
Junior High was built. The first- portions of 
Austin, Bowie, and Dishman schools were built 
in 1928, and the Washington school in 19384. 


When the new $350,000 High School was ded- 
icated September 4, 1930, it was called “the show 
place of the Valley.” Paul E. Phipps was super- 
intendent, and Mrs. J. I. Coursey, O. N. Joyner, 
Ira EF. Eells, S. D. Grant, A. E. McClendon and 
Dr. John Crockett composed the Board of Trus- 
tees. 


When the new $1,500,000 High School was 
occupied in January 1958, it was deseribed as 
having the maximum facilities for the teaching 
of practical and theoretical science; its conduit 
systems to provide for closed circuit television 
and a language department having cubicles for 
recording instruments. 


Harlingen 
Fire Department 


The Harlingen Volunteer Fire Department 
was organized early in 1912, a few months after 
the installation of hydrants and a water system. 
Of the ten volunteer firemen, only one, Otto 
Weller, still resides in Harlingen. H. D. Seago, 
Cameron County Clerk, is another of the original 


ten. A hose reel was purchased in 1912, and an- 
other the following year. 


In 1922 the department was reorganized with 
sixteen members, and Bert Gamble was the first 
fire chief. The first pumper was delivered in 
1922. EK. C. Bennett, City Utilities Manager, was 
the driver and operator in charge of equipment. 
O. N. Joyner was assistant fire chief and fire 
marshal. 


The year 1926 was a significant one; the paid 
fire department was established, a second pumper 
was purchased, and the new City Hall and fire 
station was completed. The department was host 
to the State Firemen and Fire Marshal’s Conven- 
tion, as it was again in 1939 when Jake Childress 
was chief. 


EK. C. Bennett who followed Gamble as chief 
is 1927, served until 1934. J. J. Dawson succeeded 
Childress in April 1943, and served four years. 
Henry D. Smith, 1947-49, was followed by R. C. 
Berna, Chief, 1950-51, who was followed by W. 
T. Hamilton, present chief. 


In 1929, a sub-station was opened at 210 
South F Street; in 1930 a Ladies Auxiliary 
was organized and re-organized in.1939 and again 
in 1948. Other sub-stations were the W. C. An- 
derson, opened in March 1956, the J. L. Head 
Station at 1657 South Sam Houston, in October 
1956, and the A. B. Chapa Station at 1201 West 
Van Buren in 1957. 


The new $90,000 Central Fire Station was 
opened in October 1950 and later was named the 
E. C. Bennett Station. A proposed new station is 
to be built at Thirteenth and Austin Streets, on 
a lot owned by the city. 


Harlingen Churches 


Organization dates for early churches are as 
follows: First Baptist, March 26, 1909; First 
Presbyterian, January 30, 1910; First Methodist, 
February 19, 1910; Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic, October 10,1910; First Christian, June 
25, 1915; St. Paul’s Lutheran, April 29, 1923; 
Church of Christ, Harrison Street, 1923; St. 
Alban’s Episcopal, June 17, 1924; First Baptist 
Church, Combes, 1924; Grace Lutheran, August 
23, 1925; Christian Science, April, 1926; 
Rangerville Church of Christ, 1926; Combes 
Methodist, January, 1927; Salvation Army, 1928; 
Calvary Baptist, 1932; First Church of Nazarene, 
October, 1936. 


Later organization dates for churches are: 
St. Anthony’s Catholic, 1940; Second Baptist, 
1946; Temple Beth Israel, 1948; Wesley Meth- 
odist, April 20, 1952; Central Baptist, 1952; 


Tabernacle Baptist Church, 1953; Church of 


Christ, Pendelton Park, May 20, 1956; First 
United Pentecostal, August 1957; Pentecostal 
Holiness, 1959; Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance, , also Assembly of God Church, and 
the Trinity Assembly of God Church. 
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DIVISION HEADS 


From left to right: 
Mikes Hodes, Revenue 
C. Worth Wood, Hospitality 
Frank Boggus, Publicity 
Mrs. J. B. Cocke, 
Participation — Ladies 
John Knyland, 
Special Events 
Morris Verner, 
Spectacle Tickets 


John England, Social Events 


- 
‘A: 
: Executive Committee K 
b) From left to right: & 
: Leon Hailey 4 
Marshall Bingham 1 
Darrell Hester i 
Anthony Ross ‘ 
Evan Hurst e 
Jeff Bell ; 

L. A. Westlake 

C. Worth Wood 


3 E. D. Giffen, Participation-Men’s 


Roy Self, Spectacle Events 


Dianne Hollingsworth, Office Sec. 
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EVAN HURST, General Chairman 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


EVAN HURST H. W. BAHNMAN WORTH WOOD MARSHALL BINGHAM 


DARRELL HESTER ANTHONY ROSS LEON HAILEY JEFF BELL 
Headquarters Treasurer Secretary 
L. A. Westlake H. W. Bahnman Darrell Hester. 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
Insurance Fireworks Operating Capital Decorations 
]. L. Head Fire Chief - H. W. Bahnman Anthony Ross 


W. T. Hamilton 


Revenue Division 
Mike Hodes 


Program Advertising 

R. W. Liston - Chairman 
Historical 

Mrs. Gerald MeKerne 
Advertising Sales 

Harlingen Lions Club 
Program Sales 

Senior Class 
Concessions 

Leroy Fry 

Abe Dodson 

Bill Lewis 

Roy Swing 
Novelties 

Stuart Jennings 
Celebration Ball 

Mrs. Karl Gibbon 

Mrs. Pete McNamee 

Mrs. George Elliot 

Bob Cline 

E. R. Storey 


Mrs. Army Armstrong 


Participation Division 


Mrs. Jack Cocke 
E. D. Giffen 


Brothers of Brush 
Martin Ferrero 
Jimmy Hood 
Lankford Curtis 
Tlerschel Zinn 
Glen Hlaas 

Celebration Belles 


Mrs. J]. T. Rhamstine 
Mrs. John Williams 
Mrs. Milton Norwood 


Men’s Hats And Ties 


Dan Milliar 
Lew Levine 


Ladies Sunbonnets and Dresses 


Mrs. O. N. Joyner 
City Federation of Women’s 
Clubs 


Promenade and Caravan 
Mrs. J. B. Cocke 


Kangaroo Court 
Jack Skaggs - Judge 
Six-Shooter Junction Kiwanis 


Special Events Division 
John England 
Merchants Promotion 
Herschel Zinn 
Carl Brooks 
John Brown 
Parades 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
David Lykes-Co-Chairman 
]. B. Hicks-Co-Chairman 
Nathan Winters 
Joe Bob Raines 
Tom Mason 
Lester Miller 
Dan Fromhoff 
Special Days 
Bob Youker 
Rev. Harry Hamblen 
Bargain Days John Brown 
Neighbor’s Day - Burt Johnson 
Ladies’ Day - Mrs. Lloyd Pratt 
Junior Service League 
Youth Day - Carlos Baker 
Jim Cooper 
Armed Forces Day (American 
Legion) 


Hospitality Division 
C. Worth Wood 


Dignitaries and Guests 
Stanley Crockett 
Lewis Boggus 
Vernon Murphy 
Gene McCullough 


Traffic and Safety 
Marshall Rousseau 
Housing 
Bill Smith 
Pioneer Event 
Mary Alexander 
Mrs. Wallace Athey 
Mrs. Harvey Richards 
Mrs. Lorimer Brown 
Mrs. Jack Gray 
Transportation 
Vanee Raimond 


Spectacle Ticket Division 
Morris Verner 
Ticket 
Frank Lucas 
Fred Hulings 
Patron’s Tickets 
Queen’s Contestants 
Audience Area 
Charles H. Chadwell 
Advance Sale 
Queen’s Contestants 
Arrangements - Mrs. Frank 
Reinhart 
Cashiers & Gates 
Jack Jones & Bob Blaylock 


Publicity Division 
Frank Boggus 


Press Release 

Eleanor Dempsey 

T. N. Gaines 

“Doc” Osborn 
Distributive 

Lee Richards 

Hygeia Dairy Company 


Special Projects 


Dial B. Dunkin 
I. Guenzel 
R. W. Liston 


Radio and T.V. 


Troy McDaniel 
Martin Rosales 
Speakers Committee 


Darrell Hester 


Spectacle Division 
Scenario & ‘Title 
Roy Self 
Properties 
Bill Pletcher 


Grounds 


Marshall Rousseau 

C. D. Chadwell 
Cast 

Mrs. M. U. Caul 

Miss Paul Hill 

Mrs. Gerald McKenna 
Construction 

W. A. McBride 

Rim Elmore 

W. A. Davis 

Bill Baker 

W. J. “Buster” Ramsey 
Costumes & Make-Up 

Mrs. Al Beck, 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 


HARLINGEN 


years of progress 


We are proud to be associated with the friendly, civic-minded 
people of Harlingen and are happy to have had a part in the city’s 
first half-century of growth and progress. 


Electricity has been on the scene in Harlingen almost from the 
beginning. The first electric plant started operation here in 1912. 


During the greater part of Harlingen’s 50-year history, CPL has 
had the privilege of serving the city with dependable, low-priced 
electricity. You can always look to CPL for the best possible electric | 
service at the lowest possible cost. 


CENTRAL POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY 
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Best wishes to our friends of Harlingen now celebrating 50 years 
of progress. We of Butter Krust are sincerely pleased to be a new 
part of this rich area, and look forward to being a part of the com: 


munily during the next 50 years of erowth. 
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